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ON THE USE OF THE WORD “MYSTERY.” 


For the Gospel Advocate. 
in the Sermon on John wxi. 22, in 
the first number of the Gospel Advo- 
cate, the incidental remarks on the 
nature of the mysteries of the Gospel, 
appear in the view of the present wri- 
ter, to be remarkably judicious; and 
the distinction there made that re- 
vealed truth is, to the extent of the 
revelation, no longer mysterious, will 
be found to be supported by those pas- 
sages of the New Testament in which 
the word mystery occurs. ‘These pas- 
sages it is proposed to examine, and 
afterwards to show the sense in which 
the word was used by the early Chris- 
tian writers, and the influence which 
that usage has had upon the present 
times. 

Matt. xiii. 2. “He answered and 
said unto them, Because it is given un- 
to you to know the mysieries of the 
kingdom of Heaven, but to them it is 
not given.” Our Saviour had spoken 
many things in parables to the multi- 
tude, and especially the parable of the 
sower. ‘This was an allégory; the 
story was simple and perfectly intelli- 
gible in itself to the meanest mind. 
But the manner of its application was 
not disclosed to the people in general. 
The story was not mysterious; the 
manner of its application was. To 
the disciples, the manner of its appli- 
cation was revealed; and therefore it 
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is said that to them it was given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
Heaven. See also the parallel passa- 
ges, Mark iv. 11. Luke viii, 10. Rom. 
xi. 25. “For 1 would not, brethren, 
that ye should be ignorant of this » 
tery (lest ye should be wise in vour 
own conceits) that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness 
of the gentiles be come in.’ Formerly 
the Jews were the only elect or cove- 
nant people of God, and the Gentiles 
were rejected on account of their un- 
belief. Now the unbelieving Jews on 
the other hand were rejected, and the 
believing Gentiles, together with the 
believing Jews, had become one Chris- 
tian church, or the spiritual Israel and 
covenant people of God. But as it 
was the eternal purpose of God to save 
all nations, both Jews and Gentiles, 
the Apostle in order to prevent the 
gentile converts from being proud of 
their election, and disposed to triupph 
over the Jews on account of their be- 
ing rejected, proceeds to disclose to 
them, by revelation, the designs of God 
with regard to the future conversion 
of the Jews. He tells them that the 
Jews were not cast off forever. but on- 
ly that the first were now made last ; 
that when the fulness of the Gentiles 
should be come in, when all other na- 
tions shall have embraced christianity, 
then all Israel shall be saved, the 
whole Jewish nation shall be convert- 
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ed to the faith. This fact could not 
possibly have been known unless God 
had thought proper to reveal it by his 
Apostles ; but when revealed it was 
no longer a mystery. The manner in 
which ‘this great event will be brought 
about is however as much concealed 
{rom our view as ever. 

Were we to judge from what has 
taken place to what will happen, no- 
thing is more unlikely to be true than 
that the Jewish nation should be con- 
verted by any other than miraculous 
means. All the efforts hitherto made 
have searcely produced any seusible 
effect; and in the last thousand years 
there probabiy have not been as many 
Jews brought over to the faith as there 
were by the Apostles in a single day. 
How God will eflect this mighty pur- 
pose we know not. We beheve that 
every thing is hastening under the 
genuidance of Almighty Wisdom to pro- 
duce that great event; but we know 
nothing more relating to the subject 
than the simple fact; and we know 
that only because God has revealed it. 
Every thing else is still mysterious. 

Rom. xvi. 25, 26. Now to him that 
is of power to stablish you according 


to my Gospel, and the preaching of 


Jesus Christ. (according to the idotla- 
tion of the mystery, whic ch was kept se- 
cret since the world began, but now 
is made manifest, and by the Scrip- 
tures of the prophets . ace -ording to the 
commandment of the ever lasting Ged, 
made known to all nations for “the 0- 
bedience of faith.) ‘To Gon,” &c. 
Here the expression “ ac cord: ng to 
he revelation of the mystery” is paral- 
lel with the preceding, “ according to 
my Gospel and the preaching of Je- 
sus Christ.” The mystery that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself, 'was revealed by the 
preaching of the Gospel. It was the 


purpose of God from the beginning of 


the world, but had been kept secret 
from men, having been so obscurely 
predicted in “the Scriptures of the 
prophets,’ > that it was not understood 
tili the coming of Christ. That e- 
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vent having explained the prophets, 
all men might now see by comparing 
the facts and predictions together, that 
such was the original design of the Al- 
mighty, and thus the mystery being 
made known to all nations might pro- 
duce in them the obedience of faith.” 
The fact of the reconciliation with 
God through Jesus Christ, being made 
known is no longer a mystery ; but it 
is the simple fact only which has been 
revealed. When we begin to inquire 
why and how the death of Christ could 
produce so powerful an effect, we are 
immediately involved in the obscurity 
of those secret things which belong un- 
to the Lord our God. 

1 Cor. i. 7. “ But we speak the wis- 
com of God in a mystery, even the hid- 
den wisdom which God ordained be- 
fore the world unto our glory, which 
none of the princes of this world knew ; 
for had they known it they would not 
have crucified the Lord of Glory.” — 
The divine plan of redemption through 
the one Mediator Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of Giory, is here called the wis- 
dom of God. If by the princes of this 
world be meant the rulers and wise 
men of the Jews, and the Roman Au- 
thor.ties, which is the interpretation 
of Chrysostom, and most other Com- 
mentators, then * it is not credible,” to 
use the words of Grotius, “that the 
priests by their instigation, Pilate by 
his decree and Herod by- his consent, 
would have condemned our Lord to 

ethe cross, if they had known that he 
was to be the Judge of all men.” But 
what they knew not, God revealed to 
the Apostles by his Spirit, (v. 10) “A 
mystery,” says St. Chrysostom, “ is 
not to be proved or demonstrated, b ut 
what it is, that alone is declared to us.” 
In Epist. ad.Cor. Hom. 7. s.1. And a- 
gain, : “ God hath revealed it to us by 
his spirit; not by the wisdom which 
is from without, for that, ike an hum- 
ble hancdmaid is not suffered to en- 
ter in and look into the mysteries of 
the Lord.” Ibid. s, 3. 

1 Cor. iv. 1. *“* The Stewards of the 
mysteries of God,” are those servants 
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whose ministry God employs for the 

urpose of dispensing to his household 
the Church, the mysteries which he 
has revealed, just so far as He has 
thought proper to reveal them. ‘The 
Apostles his first Stewards received 
them directly from God himself. Their 
successors in the Christian ministry 
have received them from the Apostles, 
In both cases, no more can be dispens- 
ed to the family than what the Stew- 
ards themselves have received. 


1 Cor. xiii. 2. “* And though I have 
the gift of prophecy, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
though I have all faith, so that I could 
remove mountains, and haye not char- 
ity lamnothing.” Supposing that the 
powers of my mind were to be so 
much enlarged, that I could compre- 
hend what has not yet been revealed, 


and therefore surpasses the power.of 


human understanding; if I were at 
once to be elevated to the enjoyment 
of Angelic intellect, and the clear per- 
ceptions of the Heavenly state of be- 
ing; yet if | have not the purity of 
Angels, if I have not the Heavenly 
temper, if 1 have not that love which 
will live when faith is lost in vision, 
and hope in enjoyment, | should be 
of no value in the sight of God or of 
the universe. 


1 Cor. xiv. 2. “For he that speak- 
eth in an unknown tongue, speaketh 
not unto men, but unto God; for no 
man understandeth him; howbeit in 
the spirit he speaketh mysteries.” He 
speaketh those things which still re- 
main concealed from all who do not 
understand the language which he us- 

s.—They may be known to himself 
but they are still unknown to those 
whom he addresses. 


1 Cor. xv..51, “ Behold I shew you 
a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye,” &c. _Lis- 
ten to what I am about to say; for it is 
a secret which has never before béen 
revealed. All the righteous will not 
die. Some will remain alive at the 
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coming of Christ te judgment. And 
the bodies of these will instantaneously 
be changed into glorified bodies, like 
the glor.fied body of the Redeemer.— 
What then has the Apostle revealed? 
It is the fact only of this glorious trans- 
figuration. Do we know any thing 
more about it? No, we are utterly ig- 
norant of the nature of the change, ox 
of the manner in which it is to be ac- 
complished. These are still myste- 
ries, because Gop has not thought prop- 
er to wag? them. 

Ephes. i. 9. “ Having made known 
unto us the mystery of his will, accord- 
ing to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in hunself.” The mystery of 
Gon’s will which he has made known 
to us, is stated- by the Apostle in the 
next verse to be * That in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in 
Christ both which are in Heaven and 
which are in Earth.” * When the tul- 
ness of the time was come,” says the 
same Apostle “ Gop sent forth bis Son.’ 
Gal. iv. 4. The dispensation eecone- 
my, administration, of the fulness of 
times is therefore the dispensation of 
the coming of Christ in the flesh; and 
the mystery here spoken of is the same 
as that mentioned Rom. xvi. 25. The 
fact of this great reconciliation is now 
revealed. The extent of it and in- 
deed all particulars beyond the simple 
fact, are still mysterious. ‘The Apos- 
tle says that Gon is gathering together 
in one, or uniting in Christ all things 
both in Heaven and Earth.—What 
mortal knows the extent in which this 
expression is to be understood? All 
things in Heaven and earth.—In the 
language of the Scriptures, * all things 
in Heaven and Earth and under the 
Earth” signify the whole Universe. 
(See Exod. xx. 4.—Philip. ii. 10.)— 
Here “ under the earth” is omntted. 
Who knows to how many worlds the 
benefits of the mediation of Christ may 
extend? The mind is swallowed up 
and lost in this immensity of thought. 
It is a subject into which even the An- 
gels desire to look. (1 Pet. i. 12.) 
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Eiphes. iii.3.4,5. “ Whereby when 
ye read, ye may understand my know- 
ledge in the mystery of Christ; winch 
in other ages was not made known un- 
to the sons of men, as it is now reveal- 
ed unto his holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit.” The mystery here 
spoken of as revealed unto the aposties 
and prophets by the Spirit, but which 
in other ages was not made known to 
the sons of men, ts stated in v. 6th to be, 
“that the Gentiles should be feliow 
heirs with the Jews, members with 
them of the same body, and partakers 
w.th them of the. same promises,” 
through the Messiah. See what has 
beea said.above on Rom. xi. 25. 

1, 10. “And to make all 
the fellowship of the 
rom the beginning of 
the world hath been hid in Gop, who 
created all things in Jesus Christ: To 
the mtent that now unto the principal- 
ities and powers in heaveniy places 
might be knowa, by the Church, the 
manifold wisdom oi Gop.” "‘Vhe com 

mentary of St. Chrysostom on this pas- 
sage is strikingly just and beautitul.— 
Neither Angel, nor Archangel, nor any 
other created power knew the myste- 
ry before the event. Wherefore the 
Apostle says that * now unto the prin- 
cipalities and powers in the heaveniy 
places might be made known, ey Tue 
cuuncu the manifold wisdom of Gop.” 
And this Goo did in honour to us, thai 
they should hear of the mysteries with 
us. For we, when we wish to make 
men our friends, are wont to say ‘that 
our telling them what had never be- 
fore been disclosed to any one, is an 
evidence to them of our friendship.” 
In Ep. ad Cor. Hom. vii. 8. 1—What 
au evidence is it, then, of Gon’s friend- 
— for mankind that even the highest 


Ephes. iii. { 
men*® see what 
mystery, which 


‘eated intelligences, should be indebt-, 


a for their knowledge of the myste- 





* tn Eph. iii. . The word ** men” is in 


Italics to denote hal it is not in the original. 
**To make ALL see, &c. may therefore 


be understood so éxtensively as to include 
the principalities and powers mentioned in 
v. 10. 
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ries of Gon, to the revelation He has 
given to his Church. 

Ephes. v. 32. * This isa great mys- 
tery: but | speak concerning Christ 
and the Church.” It appears to have 
been a received interpretation in the 
Jewish Church, that the taking of the 
woman from the side of the man was 
intended to represent the union of the 
Most High Gop with his people ; which 
is commonly represented in the pro- 
phetical writings under the metaphor 
of a”marriage. See Grotius and Hiam- 
mond in loc.—What the Jews thus ap- 
plied to the Most High God, the Apos- 
tie here affirms concerning Christ ; that 
the original institution of marriage, 
and the peculiar mode of forming the 
first woman, was intended by God to 
denote the formation of the Church 
and her union with Christ her heacd.— 
Adam is expressly called (Rom. y. 14.) 
~~ a type of him who was to come; and 


Christ (i Cor. 45) the last Adam.— 
Labor hy Jatholie C shubel is called (Ephés. 
1. 23) the body of Christ ; and the sey- 


eral members of the C hurc hare said to 
be ** members of “hes body, of has fiesh ond 
of his bones,” (Ephes. v. 30.) in aitusion 
to the formation of Eve. kLve was the 
mother of all living, in the natural 
sense; the Church, the mother of all 
living in the spiritual sense. As Eve 
was formed of a rib taken out of Ad- 
am’s body during his deep sieep, so was 
the Church formed from the broken 
body ot the Second Adam, during his 
deep sieep upon the Cross.—** The Son 
of Gon, says Theophylact, left his Fath- 
er, not by a change of piace but by 
condescending to “become ine arnaie, 
and came unto his bride, with whom he 
became one sp:rit.”"—* The great A- 
postle” says St. Greg. Nyssen, ‘calls 
ihe Union of two in the Communion 
of one body, the great mystery of the 
Union of Christ with the Church.” 
‘To the same purpose, speak St. Chry- 
sostom, St. Basil, Theodoret and other 

ancient Chri stian Commentators. The 
moderns with very great harmony give 
the same interpretation, so that we 
may well consider this as the true 
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meaning of the passage. See the sub- 
ject well treated in Dr. Mackmght’s 
commentary on this chapter. low 
that the creation and union of Adam 
and Eve, were intended in the design 
of God, to pont out the union of Christ 
and the Church, was a fact which no 
one could know till it was revealed. It 
was a great mystery hidden from men, 
tii! Christ had come, and we should 
have had no right to make this appii- 
cation of that passage of Genesis, un- 
less the Apostle had been commiission- 
ed to reveal it. But is not the union 
of Christ with his Church, still myste- 
rious in every respect excepting the 
bare tact?—We know that Christ nour- 
isheth and cherisheth the Church, by 
the means of Grace which he hath giy- 
entoher. But the various methods 
by which his mighty operations are 
conducted that he m: ty present her to 
himself at the last day without spot or 
wrinkle, are now concealed from the 
view of sense, and we must be cautious 
not to attempt to explain what wiil 
continue to be concealed till faith is 
lost in vision. 

Ephes. vi. 19.“ That I may open my 
moth boldly to oe lage the mys- 
tery of the Gospel,” The doctrine 
of the Gospel hitherto ; a ‘secret ; mt be- 
ing made known by St. Paul, it is no 
longer a secret, so far as he “te re- 
vealed it See chap. i. 9, and the re- 
marks uponit. ‘The same observation 
will apply to 

Coloss. i. 26. “'The mystery which 
hath been hid from ages and from gen- 


erations, but now is made manifest to: 


his saints.” This mystery (see v. 27.) 


is the calling of the gentiles to w one 
the hope of glory i is extended through 
Christ. See also chap. ii. v. 2. 


Col. iv. 3. “To speak the mystery 
of Christ for which Lam also in bonds.” 
By referring to Acts xxii. 21, it will be 
seen that St. Paul became a prisoner 
on account of his preaching that the 
gentiles should be called to enjoy the 
same privileges as the Jews, through 
faith in Christ. 
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2. Thess. ii. 7. 8. “ For the mystery of 
iniquity doth already work: only he 
who now letteth (hindereth or resirain- 
eth) will let (restrain or hinder) until 
he be taken out of the way. And then 
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom 
the Lord shall consume with the spirit 
of his mouth, and shaii destroy with the 
brightness of his coming.” ‘The myste- 
ry of miquity in the 7th v. is the same 
with that wicked one mentioned in y. 
Sth. It was not revealed, because 
something hindered it, but as soon as 
the hindrance should be removed, whai 
was then a secret would be disciosed. 

The Fathers with great unanimity ex- 
plain this hindrance io be, the Roman 
Empire ; upon the division of which in- 
to ten kingdoms as predicted by Dan- 
iel, the Mystery of Iniqnity would be 
revealed; and on this ground it is that 
protestants consider the papal Schism 
and Apostacy, as that secret wickedness 
which was beginnirg te work even in 
the time of the Aposiles, but was not 
disclosed, till the downfall of the Ro- 
man Empire, made way for the eleva- 
tion of the papal power—Whoever 
wishes to examine “es subject wii ind 
it very fully stated 1 n Bp. ns ton’s 
Diss. on the prophecies, Vol. Dies. 
22. Without entering diel into 
the merts of the protestant Interpreta- 
tion, it is evident from the words of ‘the 
text that the mystery was not then re- 
vealed. The ex:stence of the myste- 
ry was aflirmed, and the Christiais of 
that period were bound to believe the 
fact of its existence on St. Pau!’s au- 
thority. The nature of the mystery 
could not be known, till that which let 
or hindered should be removed. And 
the same may be said of all mysteries. 
What we Know not in this world will 
be revealed inHeaven,when that which 
now letieth shall be taken out of the 
Way. 

1. Tim. iii. 9. “ Holding the mystery 
of the faith in a pure conscience.” “In 
the opinion of many”. says Macknight. 
“ this is the doctrine of the salvation of 
the gentiles by faith, without the works 
of the law of Moses. —But J rather 
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think it denotes the doctrine of the Gos- 
pel in general—The Apostle’s direc- 
tion implies that a Deacon should be 
both sound in the faith, and conscien- 
tious in maintaining it.” The doctrine 
of the Gospel is here called a mystery, 
because it is naturally unknown to. hu- 
man reason, and could be discovered 
only by express revelation from God. 
The Gospel is a revealed mystery. 

1. Tim. iii.16. ** And without contro- 
versy great is the mystery of Godli- 
ness; God was manifest in the flesh, 


justified in the spirit, seen of Angels, 


preached unto the gentiles, believed 
on in the world,received up intoGlory.” 

It isewell known to every Biblical 
Critic, that’ this is one of the texts, 
concerning the true reading of which 
there has been raised a very great con- 
troversy. All manuscripts previous to 
the ix. century were writter in Uncial 
or capital letters. In almost all, words 
of such frequent occurrence as the 
names of Gop, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, were abbreviated, 
and a line drawn pver them to denote 
that abbreviation, @EO for exam- 
ple was contracted into ©y with a line 
over those letters —By omitting this 
line and obliterating the hair stroke in 
©, the reading would become OF who. 
* Great is the mystery of godlines who 
was manifest,’ &c. But as mystery 


pit antecedent (uusngior) is in the neut- 


r ge nder, and “who,” the relative 
(es) in the masculine, it would be ve- 
ry natural for a transcriber to suppose 
that it was a mistake, and in lieu of OF 
substitute O which. “ Great was the 
mystery of godliness which.”—These 
three readings therefore occur in MSS. 
and have influenced the different ver- 
sions.—Griesbach acknowledges that 
the great majority of remaining Manu- 
scripts read 320 Gon; but iniluenced 
by a system of Criticism which appears 
to the writer very uncertain and unsat- 
isfactery, he has introduced, into his 
text the reading es who.—'l’o enter in- 
to this subject more fully would be in- 
consistent with the present design. It 
is sufficient to observe that read the 
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passage as we will, it must refer to the 
incarnation of our Sav.our.—'(he mys- 
tery of godliness is Christ. 'The Word 
was made flesh and dweit among us. 
Being raised from the dead by the 
Spirit (1 Pet. iu. 18.) he was justified 
from the charge of blasphemy and im- 
posture. Having thus risen he was 
seen by angels or messengers, both by 
Heavenly Spirits, and by his Aposties 
and other disciples who were to an- 
nounce these giad tidings to the worid. 
He was therefore preached unto the 
gentiles, and in consequence of that 
preaching and the evidence of his res- 
urrection believed on in the worid.— 
After remaining forty days on earth, he 
was borne into heaven on a radiant 
cloud.—T he fact of the incarnation, of 
the resurrection, of the ascension we 
know. So iar the mystery is reveal- 
ed; but no farther. How it was pos- 
sible for the divine nature to be united 
to the human, without destroying or 
altering the peculiar characteristics of 
either, we know not; but the fact is 
revealed to us, and we are bound to 
believe it on the authority of Gop. 
Rev. i. 20. ** The mystery of the sev- 
en Stars which thou sawest inmy rght 
hand and the seven golden C andle- 
sticks.”-—St. John saw a vision of our 
Saviour in his glorified state surround- 
ed by seven Candlesticks and having 
in his right hand, seven stars.—Now 
it was impossible for him to understand 
what this symbolical representation 
meant, tillit was revealed to him. It 
was therefore a mystery,asecret. But 
our Saviour immediately explained the 
mystery by informing him that the 
seven candlesticks meant the seven 
Churches of Asia Minor, and the seven 
stars, the Angels, Apostles, Messengers 
or Bishops who presided over those 
Churches. A symbolical representa- 
tion is therefore a mystery, either ex- 
plained or unexplained. If explained 
it is a revealed mystery; if unexplain- 
ed, it is impossible for us to know its 
meaning, but we are not thereby releas- 
ed from the obligation of believing it. 
Rey. x.7. “ But in the days of the 
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voice of the seventh Angel, when he 
shall begin to sound, the mystery of Gov 
should be finished, as he hath declared 
to his servants the prophets.”—On this 


verse Dr. Adam Clarke makes the fol- . 


lowing excellent comment. ‘ What 
this mystery refers to, who knows ?— 
Nor have we more knowledge con- 
cerning the sounding of the seventh 
Angel. On these points there is little 
agreement among learned men. Wheth- 
er it means the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, or the destruction of the papal 
power, or something else, we know 
not. Ant yet, with what confidence do 
men speak of the meaning of these hid- 
den things !”—But though the mystery 
is now hidden, the time will assuredly 
come wien it shall be revealed, and 
we shall then probably wonder that 
what is so simple when _explained, 
should have betore appeared so inex- 
plicable, and to some, so incredible.— 
Rev. xvii. 5. * And upon her fore- 
head was a name wr.tten, mysTery, 
BALYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR- 
LOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
7. * And the angel said unto me, 
wherefore didst thou marvel ? I will tell 
thee the mystery of the woman and of 
the beast that carrieth her, which hath 
the seven heads and ten horns.”’—It 
appears from the books of the proph- 
ets, that a harlot was the type of an 
apostate and idolatrous Church. See 
particularly Ezekiel and Hosea.—As 
the nation of Israel was no longer the 
Church of the Lorn, St. John must 
have perceived that the “mother of 
hariots’” meant some future Christian 
Church. As the Church of Israel had 
suflered captivity in Babylon, the seat 
of pagan Idolatry, the name Babylon 
became a symbol of this idolatrous 
Church, a mystery, a symbolical repre- 
sentation. ‘This mystery excited the 
astonishment of St, John ; upon which 
the angel explained it to him. With- 
out this explanation, it would have been 
impossible to understand what was in- 
tended by the vision. The angel ex- 
plains the mystery, the symbolical rep- 
resentation, by informing St. John, that 
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the seven heads are seven mountains. 
Rome is called the city of the Seven 
Hills or mountains. ‘lhe woman sitting 
on the Seven Hills is said to be (v. 18,) 
*“‘ that great city which reigneth over 
the kings of the Earth ;” the woman 
symbolizing its spiritual empire; the 
beast, symbolizing its temporal empire. 
—The term mystery means therefore 
in this place, a symbolical representa- 
tion as in Rey. i. 20. It is a mystery 
partly explained and partly hidden ; 
which will be constantly becoming 
more intelligible in proportion as events 
unfold themselves, and the accomplish- 
ment of the predictions of this sublime 
prophecy shall exhibit more complete- 
ly the wonderful operations of divine 
providence. 

These are all the examples of the 
use of the word mystery in the New 
‘Testament ; and from this analysis it ap- 
pears that the meaning of it is simply, 
in general, a secret; just as in legal 
phraseology we speak of the mysteries 
or secrets of.atrade.—W hen a secret is 
fully explained it is no longer a secret. 
When it is not fully explained, it re- 
mains a secret to a certain extent. It 
is so with the mysteries of divine reve- 
lation. In their own nature they are 
secrets, to a knowledge of whici. the 
mind could never have attained by its 
own native powers ; and consequently 
it is incapable of knowing any more 
concerning them than Gop has thought 
proper to reveal.—All our knowledge 
is ultimately derived either from the 
testimony of our senses, or from the 
authority of Gop.—We believe the ex- 
istence of any thing on the testimony 
of our senses, even though we are un- 
able to account for the mode of its ex- 
istence. And in like manner we are 
bound to believe the facts which Gop 
reveals, on his_ authority, though we 
are incapable of comprehending how 
or why they should exist. From the 


facts which we are taught by our sens- 
es, our reason forms inferences and 
draws conclusions, which may or may 
not be true; and so, from the facts 
whieh are teught by revelation, our 
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reason may build systems which may 
be more or less erroneous. But if all 
the theories of philosophy were to be 
forgotten, the operations of the Uni- 
verse would still continue; and the 
truths of divine revelation wil!l"remain 
unchanged, whiie the systems formed 
by human reason are- engaged in the 
warfare of mutual extermination. 


+B 


For.the Gospel] Advocate. 
ON FAMILY PRAYER. 


Tue duty of prayer, although includ- 
ing many particulars, such as petition, 
intercession, thanksgiving, adoration, 
&c. may, nevertheless, be considered 
under two general heads—public and 
private—the one relating to societies, 
the other to individuals. The latter 
is proper at all times and in all places, 
and may be offered acceptably either 
in the form of set parases or In unpre- 
meditated ejaculations. But there are 
certain seasons and occasions to which 
it is peculiarly appropriate, and when 
it cannot be neglected without sin.— 
These need not be minutely described, 
for the heart of the christian will nev- 
er fail to perceive them in the en- 
trance upon new engagements or un- 
tried scenes; in special deltverances 
from danger; in situations of uncom- 


mon distress; in the bestowment of 


extraordinary meroes, and in the com- 
mencement and close of important pe- 
riods. Public prayer consists in the 
united supplication of numbers, and is 
he 


required in the reenular returas of ¢ 
ail 


sembiies tor the transaction of business 


services of the sanctuary; in as- 
connected with the interests cf relig- 
ion and the welfare of communities, in 
social meetings for spiritual improve- 
ment, and in the morning and evening 
devotions ef the tamily circle. The 


cualifications which render prayer of 


any kind acceptable and profitable 
are satisfaction inthe performance ; 
humility of disposition; a deep sense 
of dependence and infirmity ; submis- 
sien to the divide will; faith in the Re- 
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deemer, and a firm resolution to deny 
woridly lusts, and to live soberly, right- 
eously and godiy. It is not intended, 
however, to enter into so extensive a 
consideration of the subject as these 
observations would seem to imply. ‘The 
design of the present communication is 
to call the attention of the reader to 
the last particular which was mention- 
ed of public prayer, that in reference 
to families ; and, in pursuing our retlec- 
tions we shall attempt to shew that it 
is reasonable, profitable, and accepta- 
ble, and endeavour to remove some 
objections which are often urged a- 
gainst the performance. 

And, in the first place, it is a reason- 
able service for members of the same 
family to unite in devotion before Al- 
mighty God, their Creator, Preserver. 
and Benefactor. It is taken for grant- 
ed, that there is no diversity of opin- 
ion among christians in relation to pub- 
lic prayer generally, as a duty incum- 
bent upon ali men. And what is it but 
a community of interest and of feeling 
that should induce to this in any case ? 
Is it not because we have the same 
wants, are united in the same bonds of 
fellowship, and profess obedience to 
the same Master, that we are led to 
mingle our common supplications in 
the temple of the Redeemer, and, also, 
fo associate with our feilow men in sim- 
ilar acts of piety upon other occasions 
of general concern ? And if we mani- 
fest, in such instances, an agreement 
in our addresses to God, from the cir- 
cumstence of our connection and ne- 
cessities, is there not an equal, and, in- 
deed, astronger reason, that those who 
compose but one household, where all 
interests and dispositions are, or ought 
to be, blended in harmony, should join 
at stated seasons in their approaches to 
the throne of grace? Every family isa 
society in itself; in its joys and its sor- 
rows all the individuals which belong 
to it are supposed equally to partici- 
pate, and the improvement of each 
one is, in a great measure, dependent 
apon the demeanour and combined ef- 
forts of the whole. Hence, in its own 
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circle, there is the same propriety in 
the observance of public religious -du- 
ties as in the inhabitants of a more ex- 
tended sphere of action. 
The prevailing custom in relation to 
family prayer is its due performance 
at the successive returns of morning 
and evening. And what can be more 
reasonable, when the darkness has 
spréad its shadows around our habita- 
tions, and we are about to commit our- 
selves to that state of helplessness and 


insensibility which is the emblem of 


death, than a common tribute of praise 
to the gracious Being who has preserv- 
ed and blessed us through the day, and 
a united and fervent supplication for 
the continuance of his protecting care 
in the silent watches of the night? And 
so, in the morning, when we are raised 
in safety from our beds, having been 
secured from the devouring flame and 
the midnight assassin, is it not right 
that we should acknowledge, as open- 
ly as our deliverance, the goodness of 
the God who has been our defence, 

and intreat his presence and blessing 
in the labours and through the tempt- 
ations of the succeeding day? Indeed, 
no person can reflect with seriousness 
and candour upon the subject and deny 
that the duty under consideration is 
highly proper and rational. And there 
is, probabiy, with those by whom it is 
omitted, many a secret upbraiding of 
conscience which they dare not reveal 
to the world. 

But, secondly, family prayer is not 
only reasonable ; it is, also, exceeding- 
ingly profitable. It is the tendency of 
all religious services, when performed 
with sincerity and a just sense of their 
nature and importance, to withdraw 
our feet from the paths of sin; to ena- 
ble us to resist the temptations of the 
world, the flesh and the devil; to in- 
crease and invigorate our faith ; to add 
to the brightness of our hopes and the 
ardour of our love, and to confirm us 
in the ways of righteousness and holy 
obedience. And these benefits are 
among the most conspicuous and valu- 
able fruits of prayer, and may always 
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be expected, under the divine blessing, 
where devotion is regular and stated 
rather than occasionai and accidental. 
Family prayer, in particular, is mot on- 
ly an evidence of minds seriously dis- 
posed and accustomed to supplication, 
but it is a distinguished auxiliary in the 
improvement of the heart and the ex- 
citement of a religious spirit. And, 
having engaged in its performance, we 
can, if we have any suitable reflec- 
tions upon the subject, go to our rest 
with calmer and better feelings, or en- 
ter upon the lahours and triais incident 
to our daily employments with a more 
comfortable assurance of the favour of 
heaven, and a firmer confidence in the 
continuance of our own integrity. 

There is, also, a benefit of no trifling 
character,resulting from family prayer, 
manifested in the peace and harmony 
which pres vail where it is duly obsery- 
ed, and in the good impressions which 
are thereby made upon the minds of 
children and de pendents. For it can 
hardly be supposed that the language 
and employments of heaven would im- 
mediately give way to the passions and 
disorder of hell; and as the latier to- 
tally unfits persons for the former, so 
itis most frequently the case that where 
the one is net found the other is open- 
ly exhibited. As it regards the spirit- 
ual and eternal weltare of our offspring, 
it is, no doubt, greatly io its promotion 
that they become from their infancy 
familiarized with the oflerings of piety. 
The parental exampie will, in this re- 
spect, have a salutary influence upon 
their conduct; it will favorably incline 
their tender minds to the instructions 
of religion; it will teach them depend- 
ence upon Gop and lead them to lock 
to him for a supply of all their wants 
and to acknowledge his goodness in all 
they receive ; and, finally, in their own 
families they will renew the custom 
which they have learned from their 
earliest years to consider as an essen- 
tial in christian duty, and thus a bless- 
ing, richer than any earthly inherit- 
ance, will be communicated from gen- 
eration to generation. 
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‘Vairdly, the duty of family prayer 
This we might inter 
for 


is acceptable. 
from what has already been said ; 
that, which is in its nature reasonable, 
and in its consequences spiritually ben- 
eficial, cannot be otherwise than pleas- 
ing in the sight of Gon. But the 
declaration of Jesus Christ has given 
us complete assurance upon, the sub- 
ject ;—* Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am | in the 
midst of them”; and none can object 
that this promise will not apply to fam- 
ilies as well as to congregations of any 
other kind. <A desire, thevelog?, to ob- 
tain the favorable notice and approba- 
tion of the divine Redeemer should 
lead us to the discharge of this and every 
duty; and we may always be confident 
that the fulfilment of our obligations 
will never fail of being remembered 
and rewarded by him. 

As to the objections which are ad- 
vanced rather as an excuse for non- 
performance and to weaken the sug- 
gestions of conscience than from any 
real belief in their validity, it may be 
sulficient briefly to mention ¢hem with 
a word in reply to each. And, 1, It is 
said by some, that every individual in 
a family may pray by dimself as profit- 
abiy aud acceptably as in unison wth 
the whoie. But if there be any argu- 
ment in this, it disproves the necessity 
of all kinds of social wor rship, : and would 
operate to the overthrow of every re- 
lig.ous institution. No one, it is true, 
can be excused from secret prayer, and 
its benefits are great and manifold. But 
is it the fact that, where the duty in 
question is uniformly omitted, the oth- 
er is faithfully ana constantly practised ? 
[x it probable that there will be a per- 
vadig spirit of piety in the house 
where Gop and h.s providence are not 
publicly honoured! Experience and 
observation will, it is believed, ‘furnish 
an answer which will enforce the im- 
portance of family devotion. +2, It is 
objected that the observance which we 
are recommending interferes too much 
with the occupations and pursuits of 


the .world. It calls away the mind 
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from the calculations of gain and of in- 
terest, and for a period interrupts the 
progress of operations which concern 
temporal comiort and advantage. And 
why, then, should there ever he a 
thought or a moment devoted to the 
service of Gov and the welfare of the 
soul! But none but those who never 
waste an hour in foily and sin; who 
are at no time impressed with a sense 
of theiracceuntalitty, or who are will- 
ing to enter unprepared upon the so- 
lemnities of an eternal_state, can take 
reiuge in this preiension. And how 
many are there who will consent to 
make application of such a character 
to themselves. 3, lt is urged by ma- 
ny, in justification of this omission, that 
some who are strictly attentive to the 
duties of family religion are no better 
than others. But what has this to do 
with our obligations and our interest ? 
We are neither to be condemned nor 
acquitted by the practice of our fellow 
creatures ; and although they manitest 
hypocrisy and an abuse of privileges, 
wiiy should we, from that ¢ rcumstance, 
undervalue the Gop and 
hazard the everlasting wellare of the 
It is obsected that the duty of 
lum ly prayer is not in so many words, 
commanded in the holy secrptures. 
but there are many things required of 
us, Wh.ch are so plainly wnierred from 
general precepis and examples, that 
we incur as much guilt in the neglect 
of them as if they were the subjects of 
positive and explicit laws. The objec- 
tion will apply with equal force to ma- 
ny of our religious services, and ought 
never to be offered by any one who is 
determined to make the word ot Gon, 
in spirit as well as in letter, his guide 
and counsellor. It is said by some 
that they have not the ability to lead 
in public devotion. This objection, 
however, is removed in our Church, 
where suitable forms are not only al- 
lowed and provided, but recommended. 
A facility is thus afforded to all in the 
discharge of this highly important du- 
ty, which has been shewn to be rea- 
sonable, profitable and acceptable, and 


biess.ne of 


soul! 
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against which no just argument can be 
Upon you who are husbands 
arid fathers the obligation to its per- 
formance partical: uly rests; and as 
you regard the feelings of your pious 
companions who would gli idly bend 
with you before the throne of a merci- 
fui Gop ; as you value the religious im- 
provement of your children who look 
to you for counsel and example, and 
as you would preserve your own vir- 
tue and be fortified with the strongest 
armour against the tefptations of an 
ensnaring world, be persuaded to re- 
flect upon the subject with seriousness, 
and hasten to remedy your past defi- 
ciencies, by neglecting no longer so 
useful and so easy a service. Let 
not the opprobrium be cast upon 
our apostolic Church, which has pro- 
v.ded so many helps to devotion, that 
its members are a people who despise 
prvyer; nor suffer the christian stran- 
ger to retire from your houses with 
the mpression that the beasted excel- 
lency of our system is in theory rather 
than in practice. Banish your indiffer- 
ence, your timidity, and your affected 
reasonings, and lift up your hearts be- 
fore your domestic altar with confi- 
dence and with joy to the Most High. 
So you will be better prepared to en- 
counter the evils of life and to inherit 
the yoyments of heaven; so will your 
consciences be at peace, your hearts 
pur.fied, your affections exalted, and 
your irends and dependents, instruct- 
ed, consoled and encouraged. 5. 


urged. 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 
REVIEW OF SOUTHEY’S LIFE OF WES- 
LEY.—(Continued from page $2.) 

Ir is remarkable, and illustrative of 
our disposition to pass from one ex- 
treme to another, that Wesley, altho’ 
he afterwards encouraged so many ir- 
regularities in his followers, was very 
careful, in the early part of his minis- 
try, not to deviate from the most rigid 
notions of church discipline. Thus 
we are informed that he refused to 
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read the burial service over a dissent- 
er, and to administer the communion 
to one who would not submit to be 
rebaptized; although the usual prac- 
tice of the Church of England, as well 
as that of the eastern and western 
Churches generally, seems to imply 
the v validity of lay baptism. 

We were amused with the dogmati- 
cal confidence of one of the caivinistic 
methodists, named Acourt, who dis- 
turbed the society by introducing his 
disputed tenets, till Charlies Wesiey 
gave orders that he should no longer 
be admitted. ‘John was _ present 
when next he presented himself, and 
demanded whether they retused ad- 

mitting a person only because he dif- 
fered from them in opinen. Wesley 
answered no, but asked what opunon 
he meant. He replied ‘ that o1 eiec- 
tion. I hold that a certain number 
are elected from etermty, and these 
must and shail be saved, and the/ rest 
of mankind must and shall be ve reener P 
And he affirmed that many of the soc 
ety held the same; upon which Wes- 
ley observed, that he never asked 
whether they did or did not; ‘only let 
them not trouble others by disputing 
about it? Acourt replied, * Nay, but 
I will dispute about it.’ ‘Why then,’ 
said Wesley, ‘would you come among 
us, who you know are of another mind.’ 
* Because you are all wrong, and | am 
resolved to set you all rght.—This 
peremptory language reminds us of a 
french lady, of whom we have some- 
where read, who excused herself, ior 
constantly differing in sentiment from 
her friends, by modestly remarking, 
Jl ny a@ que mot quia toujours raison.” 

The remark which we have alrea- 
dyanade, that great crrours in matters 
of mere speculation may be consistent 
with genuine piety, is strikingly exem- 
plified in the difference which existed 
between the two great apostles of 

methodism, Wesley and Whitefield, on 
some theological tenets. The piety 
and good intentions of both cannot rea- 
sonably be called in question; and yet 
the latter seemed as unwilling to admit 
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the doctrine of sinless perfection, as 
the former to acquiesce in the calvin- 
istic tenet of election and reprobation. 
* This doctrine,” says our author, * is 
stated by Mr. W. with equal force and 
truth: ‘the sum ofall is this; one in 
twenty suppose of mankind are elected : 
nineteen in twenty are reprobated.— 
Thé elect shall be saved do what they 

will; the reprobate shall be damned 
do what they can? * This,” says Mr. 
Southey “is the doctrine of Calvinism, 
for which D.abolism would be a bet- 
ter name; and in the worst and blood- 
iest idolatry that ever detiled the earth, 
there is nothing so horrid, so mon- 
strous, sO impious as this.’ This is 
certainly strong language, and would 
scarcely be just. fied by the views avow- 
ed by calvinists, at least those of the 
modern school. We believe that they 
hold the means to be asumuch ordainedas 
the end, and consequently that those 
who are predestinated to be saved, are 
also ‘ created unto good works.’* ‘Chey 
would not therefore be disposed to ad- 
mit that such as are predestinated to 
life will be saved in acourse of wick- 
edness, as Wesley's statement would 
lead some to suppose a possible case.— 
However, we conceive these specula- 
tions to be altogether unprofitable ina 
practical view, and theretore it is per- 
haps to be lamented that they were in- 
troduced into the Church by St. Augus- 
tine, in the fifth century, and long af- 
terwards formed aprominent part of the 





* Hlow this view of the subject will remove 
the principal difficulty attending the doc- 
trine of absolute election and reprobation, it 
is not easy to see.—The following curious 
passage in relation to this point, is taken 
from Hale’s letters from the Synod of Dort. 

Speaking of the discussions in that celebratod 
council, he says, ** D. Gomarus began to 
tell us, that Epi: scopius had falsilied the ten- 
et of reprobation: that no man taught that 
Gon absolutely decreed to cast man aWaty 
without sin ; but as he did decree the end, 
so he did decree the means: that is, as he 
predestinated man to death, so he predesti- 
nated him to sin, the only way to death — 
and so he mended the question, as finkers 
mend kettles, and made it worse than it was 
before.” 
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theological systems held by most of the 
reformers. ‘To understand how the 
eternal purposes of Gop, or even his 
prescience of future events, can be re- 
conciled with the free agency of man, 
seems to be beyond the power of our 
limited faculties in the present state ; 
and if even Locke was unable to solve 
the -dithculty, it can hardly be thought 
that many will be more successful in 
the discussion of this difficult question ; 
and least of all perhaps those, who dog- 
matize with so much assurance on this 
abstruse subject. It seems quite sufhi- 
cient for all practical purposes to know 
from our Own Consciousness and expe- 
rience, and the common sense of man- 
kind that we are free agents, so far as 
to be moral and accountable beings ; 
and that consequentiy, no ideas of the 
controling influence of the Deity in 
working all things after the counsel of 
his own will, which are evidently sub- 
versive of a truth, thus ‘ known and 
written on the hearts of all men’ can 
be founded in reason, as they are evi- 
dently contradicted by the tenour of 
scripture, which constantly addresses 
us as capable of moral government.— 
This however could not be the fact if 
we were mere passive machines set in 
motion by an influence absolutely irre- 
sistible. The humble christian is con- 
tented to act, as if much depended on 
his own exertions, and therefore lis- 
tens to the apostolic precept * work 
out your own salvation with fear and 
trembiing’ while with pious humility, 
he acknowledges his weakness, and 
looks for aid to that being * who work- 
eth in us both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure.” ‘Though he now sees 
but in part, he cannot but indulge the 
pleasing hope, that in a tuiure state, 
when his intellectual faculties shall be 
enlarged, it will be one part of his hap- 
piness toe discern more clearly what is 
now seen ‘ through a glass darkiy,’ and 
perceive the perfect. harmony which 
exists between the attributes of Gon, 
.and the condition in which he has plac- 
ed his intelligent offspring.-— 
We have before had occasion to 
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speak of the tendency of human na- 
ture to run intoextremes. This truth 
is often exemplified in the “history of 
the reformation, and perhaps in noth- 
ing more than in the disputes which 
have been agitated on the comparative 
value and efficacy of faith and good 
works. If members of the Romush 
Church sometimes ‘expressed them- 
selves on the merit of good works in 
a manner as’ little consistent with 
christian humility, as the general ten- 
our of scripture, protestants, on the 
other hand, have frequently used very 
injudicious language in exalting faith, 
seem.ngly at the expense of good 
works. ‘I fell, says Wesley, ‘among 
some Lutheran and Caivinist authors, 
who magnified faith to such a degree 
that it hid all the rest of the command- 
ments. I did not then see that this 
was the natural effect of their over- 

grown fear of popery, being so terr.fi- 
ed with the cry of merit and geod 
works that they plunged at once into 
the other extreme ; in this labyrinth | 

was utterly lost, not being able to find 
out what the errour was, nor yet to 
reconcile this uncouth hypothesis, eith- 
er with scripture or common sense.” 
Many others as well as Wesley, bave 
been lost in the mazes of the ological 
controversy on the same subject. But 
it has always appeared to us that the 
disputes on this topic were rather ver- 
bal than real. Where is the essential 
difference between him, who asserts 

we are saved by ” ih alone, but un- 
derstands by faith a principle which 
"will inevitably produce good works,and 

he who inculcates the necessity of good 
works to salvation, without depre Clat- 
ing the importance of faith in Christ, 
as the naturai and prolific source from 
which they must be expected to flow? 
So far as faith can be distinguished from 
good works, are mot both required by 
each class of christians ? One demands 
a faith, which is accompanied by good 
works. The other requires good 
works, which spring from faith. Wes- 
ley however, on one occasion uses lan- 
guage which we should hard!y expect 


, 
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after the judicious reflections we have 
quoted. ‘ When,’ he asks,‘ will ye un- 
derstand thet the most destructive of 
those errours which RKeme_ hath 
brought forth, compared to which 
transubstantialion and a hundred more, 
are trifles ight as air, is that we are 
justified by works, or (to express the 
same thing a little more decently) by 
faith and works.’ To term justification 
by works, without any qualification, @ 
most destructive errour, is hardly con- 
sistent with a decent respect for 5t. 
James, who declares that we are justi- 
fied by works. Luther found it so dif- 
ficult to reconcile his views of justifi- 
cation by faith alone with the epistle 
of St. James, that be laboured though 
in vain, to impeach its authority. Itis 
ead lily admitted that St. Paul declares 
we are justified by faith. It is not to 
be believed however that any real 
contradiction exisis between him and 
St. James, as both must have been 

well instructed in the doctrines of their 
divine Master. Whiie however the 
episties of St. Paul, as weil as other 
parts of scripture contain things * hard 
to be understood,’ as will sutiicientiy 
appear to those who are acquainted 

with the controversies which they 
have excited, it would be better to 
avoid the decisive tone of Mr. W.—and 

be satistied, while we justly urge the 
creat importance of faith, to attend to 
the injunction that ‘ they who believe 
should be careful to maintain good 

works,’ convinced that if we sincerely 
believe, and unreservedly obcy, the 
gospel, we shail be in no danger of 
hazarding our salvation from a waut of 
experiness in using the technical lan- 
guage of controversial divinity. 

Mr. Southey, speaking of one ol 
Wesiey’s irregular proc eedings, ob- 
serves that * he justified it by a deter- 
mination to allow no other rule of faith 
or practice than the scriptures, not 
perhaps reflecting that in this position 
he joined issue with the wildest relig- 
ious ananchists.”. Seme perhaps will 
think that Mr. 8. has not spoken with 
proper respect of the great protestant 
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principle, as it has been termed, of ac- 
knowiedging no other rile of faith or 
_oeeamg than the bible. If however 
vy the rele of which he speaks he in- 
tends the scriptures, as interpreted by 
the private judgmentiof cach individual, 
we cannot find much fault with his 
statement, for has not this principle 
been the source of the grossest abuses, 
and the most fanatical extravagances ? 
Those who have any doubts on the 
subject need only consult some Dic- 
tionary of religious sects. He will 
there find an almost endless variety of 
jarring opinions, and that every self- 
conceited religionist pretends to found 
his monstrous scheme of errour, and 
perhaps of blasphemy, on the records 
oftruth. Ifthe Church of Rome has 
paid too much deference to tradition, 
the different denominations of protes- 
tants, it is to be feared, have been dis- 
posed to yield too little weight to the 
testimony of past ages in ascertaining 
the true sense of scripture. . Some 
persons seem to consider the inspired 
writings as an insulated volume, hav- 
ing no connection with any thing which 
ex sted before it, or contemporary 
wiih it, or after it; and confining their 
aitention to the mere letter of scrip- 
ture, suppose that every individual, 
whatever may be his capacity, his ac- 
quirements, or his leisure for investiga- 
tion, isa competent interpreter of the 
Bible. It is however worthy of re- 
merk, that probably no class of chris- 
fians in practice follows this rule, but 
that every one of them hoids'some doc- 
trine, or adheres to some usage, for 
which it would be difficult to find any 
express warrant in the letter of scrip- 
ture. Whatever right any one may 
have to judge for himself with respect 
to the meaning of holy writ, he is cer- 
tainly responsible for the exercise of 
that right; and if in forming his opin- 
ions, he neglects any of those aids 
which may throw light on the sacred 
records, he risks the consequences of 
hastily forming an erroneous judgment. 
li is fashionable to pay little or no re- 
gard to the general sense of the chris- 
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tian world in the purest ages of the 
Church, and the consequence is wuat 
might be expected. It is seen in the 
muitiplicity of discordant systems, all 
appealing to the same scriptures,wtich 
divide and subdiv.de the chr stian 
world. But the disputes even of the 
learned, on the sense of many parts of 
the inspired writings sufficiently prove 
the important advantage of referring 
to the belief and pract.ce of antiquity 
for the illustration of the sacred ora- 
cles ;, and however slavish it may be 
thought, in this age of free inqury, to 
pay any regard to the sent.ments of 
those who lived in the first ages of 
christianity, it certainly seems as prob- 
able that they should know what were 
the docir.nes delivered by Christ and 
his apostles, as any of the modern sec- 
taries who diiler so much among them- 
selves. Mr. 5. weli observe 
erence to this top’e that ‘the schools 
of dissent became schools of unbelief: 
this disposition is the natural conse- 
quence of those systems wiich cali up- 
on every man to form his own judg- 
ment upon points of faith, without re- 
spect to the authority of wiser heads 
or other ages, without respect to his 
own ignorance or his own incapacity : 
which leave humility out of the chris- 
tian character, and when they pretend 
to erect their superstructure of ration- 
al belief, build upon the shifting sands 
of vanity and self conceit.’ 

Mr. 5. has an interesting chapter in 
the first volume of his work on the 
state of religion in England, in which 
he gives a historical sketch of the in- 
troduction and progress of christianity 
in that country. Speaking of the inci- 
dental evils of the reformation, not- 
w thstanding the great and lasting ben- 
efits to mankind of which it has been 
the occasion, he judiciously remarks 
‘When the abuses were most flagrant, 
and a spirit of enqwry bad arisen with 
the restoration of letters, wise men 
would have weeded the garden, but 
rash ones were for going to work with 
the plough and the harrow. In this 
country, the best people and the worst 
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combined in bringing about the Re- 
formation, and in its progress it bore 
ev.dent marks of both. ‘The business 
of demolition was successfully carried 
on by zealots, who lent their ignorant 
hands to aggrandize and enr: ich the 
rapacious avd the unprincepled; but 
the fathers of the Engtish Church were 
not permitted to complete the edifice 
wich they would have raised from 
the runs.’ Bishep Burnet is intro- 
duced in anote as observing that * the 
open lewdness in which many lived 
without shame or remorse, gave great 
occasion to their adversaries to say 
they were in the right to assert jnst.tic:- 
tion by faith without works, since they 
were as to every good werk reprobate. 
Their gross and insatiabie scrambling 
afier the goods and weaith that had 
been dedicated with good designs, 
though to superstitious uses, w:thout 
appty ng any part of it to the promot- 
ing the gospel, the instructing the 
youth, and relev.ng the poor made all 
peopie conclude, that it was for rob- 
bery and not for reformation, that their 
zeal made them so active.’ 


The heroic conduct of the two 
thousand non-couforming clergy whe 
were ejected from their livings on St. 
Bariholemew’s day, has been much 
celebrated, and great reproach has 
been cast on the Church of England on 
the r account. We are far from wish- 
ing to detract from the merits of those 
who have so much principle as to sa- 
erdice their temporal interest to a con-- 
Scientious cony.ction of duty, even 
when we may think thy opinions for 
which they suffer erroneous. But this 
instance of dis.nterested zeal has been 
soinetimes represented as almost with- 
out a parallel. It may therefore be 
weil to recollect a fact mentioned by 
Mr. 3., who observes that ‘ two thirds 
of the episcopal clergy were ejected 
for fidelity to their king and their holy 
office. ‘The number of the ened 
ered clergy is stated, on the authority 
of Dr. Gauden to Ly between six and 
seven thousand—We were pleased 
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with a quotation from Fuller, taken 
from one of his sermons, as it exposes 
the narrow spirit of some sectaries 
who would confine the hope of salva- 
tion to those who are within the pale 
of their own community, and of some, 
who seem to doubt whether it was 
possible for their Roman Catholic an- 
cestors to be saved on account of the 
real or supposed errours incorporated 
with their system of belief. ‘Of 
such’ says Fuller * as deny that form- 
erly we had i in our Churches all truth 
necessary to salvation, I ask Joseph's 
question to his brethren, Is your father 
well ?—the old man—is he yet alive ? 
So, how fare the souls of their sires, 
and the ghosts of their grand-fathers ? 
are they yet alive? do they still sur- 
vive in bliss, in happiness? Oh no! 
they are dead; dead in soul, dead in 
body, dead temporally, dead eternally, 
dead and damned, if so be we had not 
all truth necessary to salvation before 
their time. This passage brings to 
our recollection a remark in the title 
page of one of the later editions of that 
popular and useful work, ‘The whole 
duty of Man. It is stated, that this edi- 
t.on contains many things which,thovugh 
essentially necessary to salvation, were 
om.tted in the former impressions. 


Wesley’s judgment as well as chari- 
ty appears to advantage on a partic- 
ular occasion. His nephew, to the 
ereat grief of his parents, had become 
a papist. ‘ John addressed a letter to 
them, saying, he doubted not that they 
were in great trouble, because their 
son had ‘changed his religion ;’ and, 
deducing a topic of consolation from 
the inaccuracy of that expression, 
6 Nay,’ gaid he, * he has changed his 
opinions, % and mode of worship, but that 
is not religion ; itis quite another thing. 
It is happiness j in Gop, or in the know- 
ledge and love of Gop. It is faith 
working by love ; producing righteous- 

ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

In other words, it is a heart and life 
devoted to Gop, or communion with 
Gep the Father and the Sen; or the. 
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mind which was in Christ Jesus, enf- 


biing us to walk as he walked.’ This 
charitable and accurate distinction, 
and which though obvious, is too often 
overlooked, does equal honour to Wes- 
ley’s head and heart. 


Our limits will oblige us to conclude 
our remarks on a performance which 
has afforded us both pleasure and in- 
struction. It was not our intention to 
give ananalysis of the work. ‘That has 
been done in other publications. We 
merely designed to suggest such topics 
for censideration as might be useful. 
We have omitted much we had thought 
of saying, and have perhaps leit ua- 
touched some parts of Mr. Southey’s 
book, which would have aflorded more 
interest than any on which we have 
remar-ed. We leave it to others to 
criticize the execut.on of the work, 
but white we cheeriully agree with 
the public at large, in acknowledg- 
ing the literary merit of this publi- 
cation, the very celebrity of the au- 
thor induces us to wish he had avoided 
the use of a few words which we be- 
lieve have never been admitted into 
the standards of the Itng@uare, such as 
rememberable, aspirant and sentiment- 
ality.—-Lhe disposition which at pre- 
sent exists, quite as much we believe 
in England as in this country, to coin 
new words witheut necessity, can only 
be discountenanoced by the resolution 
of popes u writers to reject all words 
of doubtful authority, when better 
ones may be found in Lhe most approv- 
ed authors to express the same idea ; 
and although we would not go so far as 
Mr. Fox, who professed, if our recol- 
lection serves us, to adopt no word not 
employed by Dryden, we think essen- 
tial service would be rendered to the 
cause of English literature, which is 
a subject of common interest on both 
sides of the Atlantic, by avoiding as 
much as possible all words not sanc- 
tioned by the best writers who flour- 
ished previous to the last fifty years, 
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A DISCOURSE ON WEARINFSS IN PRAYER 
Could ye not watch with me one hour ?—Mat- 
thew xxvi. 40. 

To understand these words of our 
blessed Saviour, we must recollect the 
very interesting occasion on which he 
spake them. It was in that eventful 
nght in which he was betrayed ;—in 
whch he had eaten the last passover 
with his disciples,—had instituted the 
sacramental supper,—had offered his 





own body and bicod tor the sins of 


men; in which he had foretold that 
Judas should betray, Peter deny, and 
that they should all be offended be- 
cause of him before the morning light. 
In the same night he retired to the 
Mount of Olives, where he continued 
his instruction, and consolatory exhort- 
ations. Having thus taught and com- 
forted his chosen apostles, and prepar- 
ed their minds for the duties and the 
trials which awaited them, that noth- 
ing necessary for their strength and 
= port mi ight be omitted, he prayed 
vith them. 

Ail things being now ready for the 
commencement of his passion, and the 
sacrifice of his cross, he went down 
from the Mount of Olives, and came 
with his disciples unto a place called 
Gethsemane, which was a garden. In 
a garden had man first sinned ; and in 
a garden was found ‘the Lamb ef Gon, 
which taketh away the sins of the 
word.’ The few intervening mo- 
ments, before his apprehension, Jesus 
would spend in private devotion. But 
as he had taken Peter, James and John 
to behold his transfiguration, he takes 
them now to be witnesses also of his 
Now indeed was fulfilled that 
which was spoken by the pfophet 
leaiah; that he should be ‘a man of 
sorrows, acquainted with grief.’ Ashe 
advanced * he began to be sore amaz- 
ed, and to ‘be ve ry heavy, and saith un- 
to them, My s oul is exce -eding sorrow- 
ful nin death; tarry ye bere and 
watch.” At a season so eventtul and 
important, though the hour was late 
and nature required the refreshment 
ef sleep, he exhorts them net to im 


passion. 
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dulge repose, but to imitate his exam- 
ple and pray Gop that in so great a tri- 
al of their faith and fortitude, they 
might not ‘ enter into temptation.’ 
Jesus ret tired, and he prayed with 
agonizing fervour; but when he re- 
turned to his disciples he found them 


sleeping. On this occasion he spake 
the words of the text. Addressing him- 


self to the three, and especially no 
doubt to Peter, who bad so recently 
boasted of his zeal and stability, he says, 
“ What, could ye not watch with me 
one hour?” ‘Is this momentous peri- 
od,—the last hour I am to spend with 
you on the earth, a time for rest and 
sleep? Can you hope with so little 

vigilance to withstand the temptation 
which must soon assail you ?” 

* Ail holy scripture is written for 
our learning.” How much the apos- 
tles sinned by this their negligence, 
and whether, if they had watched and 
prayed, as their Lorn directed, they 
would have been so overcome with 
fear at the end of the hour, when Je- 
sus was apprehended, are questions not 
for us to decide. The use we ought 
to make of their weakness, and our 
Loxo’s reproof, is less doubtful. and 
more important. We are men of like 
pass‘ons, and subject to the same in- 
firmities. What was said to them on 
the occasion should by us be well con- 
sidered and faithfully applied: * The 
spirit indeed is w.lling, but the flesh is 
weak.” Ifto them this was an argu- 
ment for vigilance and praver, it ape 
plies with more weight to us, whose 


frailty is no fess, and whose zeal {ails 
short of their example. We ought 


generally through life to watch with 
diligence and prayer, lest we fall into 
the snare of those sins, which so easily 
beset us. 

But this text has a more appropri- 
ate application-to christians, when as- 
sembied for public worship. We have 
the promise of our Saviour, that when 
even but twe or three are gathered 
together in his name, he will be with 
them;—he is then present with his 
spirit to aid our devotions and with his 

15 Advocate, vol. 1, 
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grace to sanctify our hearts ; and in his 
sacerdotal office, to intercede on our 
behalf. Then how very important 
must if be that we watch with him ! On 
occasions so very inieresting, and ina 
service so connected with our immor- 
tal welfare, our utmost attention should 
be occupied—our heart and soul en- 
gaged in the love and adoration of our 
Gop and Saviour. Is that a time to be 
coid and careless ;—to indulge in sleep, 
or wandering thoughts, or dreams of 
earthly vanities, when the infin.te Je- 
hovah meets us with condescend pg 
mercy ? when supplicating Gop ter the 
pardon of our sins and detversice 
from endiess perdition?) when pursu- 
ing the treasures of immortal Liessed- 
ness, and prais.ng Gop for his unspeak- 
abie gift of a Divine Saviour? li is a 
wise admonition given .n the book of 
Ecclesiasticus, * My son, if thou come 
to serve the Lord, prepare thy soul ior 
temptation.” From the nature of our 
spiritual warfare we may weil expect, 
and we are sure to find, en such occa- 
sions, evil surmizings, and the intrusion 
of sensual thoughts and weridly cares, 
and of course a listlessness and unccn- 
cern for the one thing needful. "That 
natural depravity—that carnal weak- 
ness of which our Lord reminds his cis- 
ciples is in nothing perhaps more evi- 
dent, than in the weariness, languor 
and impatience which we exper.cnce 
in the persormance of religious cuties, 
and especialiy in prayer. How oiten 
do christians here find it most literal! ly 
true, that they cannot, or certainly do 
noi watch with their Saviour one hour. 
lt is not often t’#it our divine service 
including all ithe prayers and praises, 
the Psalms, lessons and other portions 
from the scriptures much excecds an 
hour ; but this j is thought, iy rie , too 
long. Complaints are frequen: \» heard 


against the length of our morning ser- 


vice especially. 

This then is a subject meriting par- 
ticular and serious consideration.— 
Something is evidently wrong. The 
fact is notorious that there ‘s net na 


few individuals oniy, but a generai dis- 
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position to be wesry and dissatisfied 
with the length of our public devo- 
tions. Let us seek first for the cause 
of this dissatisfaction; and then for the 
proper remedy of such an evil. 

First then let us enquire, What is 
the cause of that weariness And impa- 
tience which are so generally experi- 
enced in the performance of Divine 
Service ? Is it because religion is a 
matter of little or no importance ! be- 
cause it is a wasting of our time ona bus- 
iness trifling and useless? Is it because 
men would rather be engages in pur- 
suits more rational ;—in occupations 
more proitable to themselves and use- 
fulto the world? This surely is not 
the cause in question; for we know 
well that mankind generally, and they 
especially who are most languid in 
prayer,are oiten and very much engag- 
ed ing the pursuit of tri iHes:—of things 
unimport: ant to themselves, and useless 
to the world :—ol things indeed which 


have nothing but “the amusement of 


the hour” to recommend them. Be- 
sides it is well known that religion is 
of the contrary character: it is a mat- 
ter of the very highest concern, em- 
bracing nothing less than eur wisdom 
and usefulness in this world, and life 
and iramertal felicity in a future state. 
Were the doctrines of the Gospel ficti- 
tious, and its hopes vain, it would bet- 
ter deserve our vigilance and care, 
than many things which men with great 
And when we con- 
sider that its hopes rest on the sure ba- 
sis of the Word of God, and exceed all 
that we can ask or think of temporal 
good, we must look*for some other 
eause of that reluctance with which its 
duties are performed. 

fs it then becanse men do not be- 
lieve in the truth of christianity ? This 
indeed is one great and radical cause 
of every failure in duty; but it’is not 
that for which we now seck. We 
know weil with what long, patient and 
ardent attention men are engaged i 
fictitious representations, and how 
much captivated they are with imagi- 
eary things. And indeed not only un- 


errerness pursue. 
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believers, but christians and they who 
undoubtediy do believe the gospel are 
subject to the weakness under consid- 
eration. 

Is it because our Divine Service de- 
parts from the true spirit of christiani- 
ty, or is dull and unedifying ? This can- 
not with any justice be affirmed. If 
the sound doctrines of Christ crucified ; 
if pure scriptural language, expressing 
the sentiments of rational piety and ar- 
dent devotion agree with the spirit of 
christianity; if it is interesting and 
profitable to confess our sins before 
Gop, and supplicate forgiveness: if it 
is edifying “to render thanks for the 
great benefits which we have received 
at his hands ;—and te set forth his most 
worthy praise ; to hear his most holy 
word, and to ask those things which 
wre requisite and necessary, as well for 
the body as the soul,” no objections of 
this nature against our Liturgy can be 
the true cause of any languor or indit- 
ference in those who use it. The 
compilers of our Service have, with 
great wisdom, care and success, pro- 
vided against this weakness of our na- 
ture, and by the order and variety of 
the different parts, have done what 
men, and what a Church can do, to 
excite and preserve unwearied atten- 
tion. And indeed it is well known that 
the same, and so far as we may judge 
from appearance, greater listlessness 
is experienced by those who attend 
extemporary worship. 

is it then because our Service is un- 
reasonably long? Because it occupies 
more time than the human mind is 
capable of continued attention? Most 
certainly not; for do we not see how 
long, and with what ardour people 
pursue their worldly occupations, and 
various amusements ? Do men of busi- 
ness think the day too long to attend to 
their farms and their merchandize ?— 
Do men of pleasure think the nights 
too long for amusement and recrea- 
tion? Do they not rather think the 
time too short, and quit with reluct- 
ance their favourite pursuits ? You who 
with eager joy and minds enraptured, 
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can spend successive hours, and sleep- 
less nights at the theatre, the ball room, 
or the card table,—you who can la- 
bour for six days of the week, from the 
rising of the sun, unto the going down 
of the same, to gain the riches of this 
world, without complaining of the ser- 
vice, or thinking the time too long, say, 
if the small part of the Lord’s.Day, ap- 
propriated to religious homage is too 
much for this holy purpose ? say, if the 


length of this time is the true cause of 


your impatience for the end of Divine 
Service, or of the Janguor you feel 
while it continues? Men without dith- 
culty will be vigilant, when their hearts 
are interested, and their affections 
much engaged. Though the eleven 
disciples, who compa ratively speaking, 
were faithful, slept at a moment when 
their usefulness in the world, and their 
immortal welfare were in jeopardy, 


the traitor Judas, for thirty pieces of 


silver, was awake andactive. ‘Though 
christians are so often weary in weil 
doing ; they who love the world are 
never tired with pursuing its pleasures. 

Some other cause then of this evil 
must yet remain. And what othercan 
it be than that which the Saviour has 
declared,_—the weakness of our flesh, 
—the corruption of our nature? Itis 
the depravity of the heart which thus 
estranges us from Gop; which sets us 
to idolize the world; to beso careful 
and troubled about temporal things, 
wd so indifferent to the one thing 
needful ;—so alive to every thing, but 
to Him, who is the Life of all things. 
Evernenthusiasm is commended in ev- 
ery thing but religion: “in science it 
is genius; in vice it is spirit; but in re- 
ligion it is madness.” ‘This alone is 
what we incline to treat and profess 
with apathy and indifference. * 'Tri- 
fles light as air,” and senseless vanities 
captivate our minds; whilst our eter- 
nal interest in the Son of Gop, can 
scarce awaken our attention. Fantas- 
tic tales, and imaginary scenes of bliss 
or woe, deeply interest our affections ; 
butthe sure word of Gop, on the subject 
of our immortal welfare, and sealed by 
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the blood of the world’s Redeemer, we 
can hear without emotion. For days 
and months and years, with unwearied 
diligence, and persevering industry can 
we follow the things of this ¥: orld; but 
for the joys of heaven we cannot 
watch an hour. ‘This is not the dictate 
of reason or the impulse of common 
sense: it is the disordered state of fal- 
len nature which the scriptures of Di- 
vine Revelation have exposed to view. 
The cause can be no other, than an 
estrangement of the heart irom Gon, 
rendering it callous to the noblest emo- 
tions, and blind, or at best too indiffer- 
ent to our first duty and best interest. 

Il. What then is the proper remedy 
for such an evil? When we find eur- 
selves thus indisposed to the worship 
and service of Gon; when we perceive 
within us this unreasonable aversien 
from religious duties and a heavenly 
conversation; when we are awake 
to any thing rather than our immortal 
welfare, what remedy shall we pre- 
scribe or what course pursue? Shall 
we forsake the assembling of oursetves 
together as the manner of some is ?— 
Shall we renounce religion, or neglect 
its duties? Shall we make no effort to 
stem the tide of corrupt affections; but 
yielding to this indolence and stupor, 
with a fatal security float down the 
stream? ‘This surely is not the course 
of wisdom. If you neglect the duties 
of retigion, you forfeit all its blessings ; 
you dcebar yourself of its hopes and its 
comforts: you cannot be saved. Gop 
requires that we worship him in spirit 
and in truth. 

And what remedy then shall we pro- 
pose ? Shall we attend upon religous 
duties less frequently, in the hope that 
such partial neglect will render them 
less irksome? The effect will probably 
be the reverse. Public worship espe- 
cially is the least wearisome, and the 
greatest comfort to those who are most 
constantly present during its solemni- 
ties. 

Shall we.then wait till we feel with- 
in us a more willing mind, and are bet- 
ter disposed to serve Gop? This is net 
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the counsel of wisdom. By such inac- 
tivity the evil dispos.tion will increase 
rather than the good, 
Div.ae, not less than the good things 
of tius life, must be sought for with ac- 
tive and persevering diiigence. Our 
natural state is a distempered state, 
which grows worse when neglected. 
Gop has wisely and mercifully made 
oir passions and desires in some de- 
gree subject to our reason and will. 

it is useful and indeed necessary 
that we exert this power, and deter- 
mine to do many things waich are not 
the most grateful to our desires. The 
children of this worid are wiser in 
their generation: do they not exercise 
such authority over their passions ? do 
they not patiently submit to present 
pains and labour, to accomplish their 
designs, and atta n the riches, honours 
or pleasures wich they look for in 
future ? is heaven—is biiss immortal 
the good which alone we are to ac- 
qi.re without care, or sacrifice, or self 
denial? If w.th indolence and inactivi- 
ty we wait for a new heart and a right 
dispos.tion, what reason have we to 
expect that Goo will give us his bless- 
ing ? Temporai biessings are the gift 
of Gop, not less than Spiritual, and 
why will he give the one more than 
the other without the use of the ap- 
p: nted means? We must bé guided by 
th: wsdom revealed in his word, and 
w :at the Lorn deciares to be best, and 
not what our heart most desires, is to 
b: done. Stated times and seasons for 
tie performance ot religious duties are 
indispensable. ‘Lo these, if necessary, 
we must force ourselves to submit.— 
Should you at one proper season neg- 
lect the duty of prayer, because you 

may not feel so devoutly disposed as 
the nature of the duty requires; at a 
second return of the season you are 
likely to be less disposed to pray.— 
Yielding ground to temptation increases 
its power. You must resist the evil Spir- 
it if you would have him flee from you. 

There is however one remedy for 
this evil, as it regards our public wor- 
ship, which seems very obvious and is 
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often proposed; and which is to short- 
en it; to curtail the Service to the 
measure and standard of our inciina- 
tions, But to this there is the like ob- 
jection as to the preceding; it is yield- 
ing ground to the tempter :—it is re- 
fusing for Gon’s sake to make any sa- 
crifice, or to practice self denial., It 
is indeed very much to be regretted 
that a homage so justly due to our Gop 
and Saviour, and a duty which is in- 
deed an :nest.mable privilege, should 
ever be feit as a burthen or seli deni- 
al. But admitting what is but too evi- 
dent, that such is often the case, will 
shortemng the Service remove the 
evil? Will it not rather increase the 
cause, which, we have seen, is in the 
heart, and conse quently the evil itself? 
We may reasonably wish that our 
Morning Services, which are three 
united in one, were somewhat shorter ; 
but not for the purpose of increasing 
our love tor the sanctuary; we have 
seen that the length of the Liturgy is 
not the true cause of our weariness in 
public worsh p; and that the framers 
of it have wisely provided against its 
being tiresome. Were it ail in one 
continued prayer, to be periormed 

one posture of the body, its length 
might justly be exceptionable. It is 
so ordered that the mind and body are 
constantly relieved. And will not the 
heart which is warmed with the love 
of Christ gladiy, in such rational, pleas- 
ing and profitabie exercise, watch an 
hour with him, who for us spent whole 
nights in watching and prayer? Gop 
will have mercy and not sacrifice. — It 
will sometimes happen that the inclem- 
ency of the weather, or other circum- 
stances of inconvenience may render 
it unsuitable to detain a congregation 
during the usual length of our service ; 
but the ng christian can readily per- 
ceive the dangerous tendency of ad- 
mitting a small degree of bodily pain 
or uneasiness to be a good reason for 
shortening, or for not attending the 
usual service of the Church. ‘They 


who love their ease more than their 
devotions, must be * lovers of plea- 
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sures, more than lovers of Gop.” If 
we will serve Gop with that only which 
costs us nothing, in his sight probably, 
we serve him not at all. 

Some have said, and others no doubt 
will say, that for themseives they nev- 
er find the service too long; but for 
others’ sake, who are not pious, they 
wish it shorter. And do you then re- 
spect man more than Gop ? Would you 
rob him of his worship to compliment 
the world? And do you suppose that 
the world would be as complaisant in 
return? Suppose serious christians, 
who have no relish for fashionable 
amusements, should propose, for your 
sake to abridge them :—that the exhi- 
bitions of the theatre say, should be 
curtailed to “ one hour ;” need I say 
with what indignation or contempt the 
proposal would be received? If the 'v 
honour their gods, let us not dishonour 
ours. Ifthe men of this world are firm- 
ly fixed in the worship of their idols, 
let the children of Sion glority their 
King. 

Evidently then the only sure reme- 
dy for this great evil is to remove the 
cause. Let the heart be inspired with 
genuine piety and sincere devotion.— 
Let us love Gon with ali the heart and 
mind and strength; let us realize his 
great and manifold goodness, continu- 
ally displayed in a thousand mercies, 
and chiefly in one which is greater 
than a thousand, his “* inestimable love 
in the Redemption of the world by our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’ The love of 
Christ, if it possess the heart, will an- 
swer and obviate a thousand objec- 
tions. ‘This will make the Liturgy 
shorter than we desire ; it will render 
the service of Gop the most perfect 
freedom, and his worship the sublimest 
pleasure. The difficulties originate 
in an evil heart; in the weakness of 
corrupt nature. -Though “ the spirit 
is willing ;”’—though you truly desire, 
and sincerely r resolve to honour Gop 
and live as christians, “the flesh is 
weak ;” you have to struggle with in- 
dwelling infirmities. “The flesh lust- 
eth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
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against the flesh ; and.these are con- 
trary the one to-the other, so that you 
cannot do the things that ye wouid,” 
without the grace pf Gop assisting. — 
Our Saviour accordingly, and most 
wisely urges the consideration of this 
our natural infirmity, as a motive to 
watchiginess and prayer. Our weari- 
ness in prayer is therefore an addition- 
al reason why we should pray: our 
very dislike to the length of Divine 
Service shows that it should with great 
caution be abridged. It is rejecting, 
because unpalatabie, the proper and 
only medicine tor restoring us to heaith. 
The less delight you feel in worship- 
ping Gon, the more necessary it is that 
you seek him by gc that he may 
renovate your mind; give you a new 
heart and a new spirit. This is the 
remedy for which we seek ; the grace 
of Gon—the awakening of the Divine 
Spirit. ‘To reduce the prayers of the 
Church to the measure of our. cold 
affections, will be worse than useless : 
our aflections-—our devotions must be 
ra sed to that scriptural standard which 
the Church has so wisely proposed. 
Let us then with humble, earnest 
and persevering supplication look unto 
Him, who alone can effectually help 
our infirmities, and attune our hearts 
to devotion. How ailecting is the ex- 
ample which the Saviour has given ! 
With what earnestness and agony of 
intercession did he pray for us! Are 
we quiet and at ease under the weight 
of those sins which brought * the Lorp 
from heaven,” to suffer death upon a 
cross ? Does the love of Gop in Jesus 
Christ, awaken no corresponding af- 
fections of love and gratitude in our 
breasts? Let us not regard the little 
we may suffer in the service of such a 
Saviour ;—it is not worthy to be nam- 
ed or thought of; let us rather deplore 
the coldness of our affections :—that 
our souls do not mount up as on eagles’ 
wings, and hold their conversation in 
heaven. When we worship “ the Au- 
thor and the Finisher of our faith ;”°— 
when we adore the Gop of so great 
salvation, and pray for an interest in 
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the Saviour’s blood, of what account is 
a little bodily inconvenience, or short 
detention from other cares? Let us be- 
ware of drowsiness and apathy; let us 
retlect on the extreme folly—the aw- 
ful peril of negiecting so great Salva- 
tion. “ Watch and pray that ye enter 

not into temptation ;”—that yeybe ~not 
overcome ot evil ;—that “Gob who is 
faithful will not suffer you to be tempt- 
ed above that you are able ; but will 
with the temptation also make a way 
to escape that ye may be able to bear 
ii.” As the Lorp himself ‘has taught, 
may we ferventiy and without ceasing 
pray, * Lead us not into temptation ; 
but deliver us from evil; for thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the 
glory for ever and even: Amen.” 


— 


For the Gospel Advocate. 


THE PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER. 
Extracted from Bickersteth’s Treatise on 
Prayer. 


“Tue true happiness of every 
Christian,” says Bishop Wilkins, “ does 
properly consist in his spiritual com- 
munion with Gop.” Prayer is, then, a 
necessary part of the Christian’s.hap- 
piness, for it brings him into the pres- 
ence of Gon, and is the most direct‘act 
of communion with him. 

Every one that prays aright can 
adopt David’s expression, Jt is good for 
new to draw near io God. It is pleasant, 
it is honourable, it is advantageous. «If 
i have riches, they may or may not be 
good for me. If lt have human knowl- 
edge, power, eloquence, talent, and 
earthly glory, or any of the good things 
of this life, they may or may not be 
good for me: but if I have the grace 
of prayer, the heart to draw near to 
Gop, it is unmixed, unqualified good. 
it is certainly and unquestionably good 
for me. 

Consider some of Tim apvantaces of 
prayer. 

Prayer is THE MEANS wnicn Gop HAs 
APPOINTED FOR YOU TO OBTAIN EVERY 
GOOD AND TO ESCAPE EVERY EviL. It has 
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pleased him to appoint this means for 
various wise and holy purposes: and 
especially that we may acknowledge 
and glorify his attributes ; that we may 
see our dependence on him, and prove 
our obedience to him. ‘There is no 


evil that you may now suffer, or that 


you may expect to suffer, which prayer 
is not the appointed means to alleviate 
or avert. Our Lorn declares, Ask, and 
it shall be given you ; seck, and ye shall 
fad; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you. Greater blessings than we can 
think of may thus be obtained. Call 
upon me, and I will answer thee, and will 
shew thee great and mighty things which 
thou knowest not. Thus saith the Lord, 
the God of Israel. 

WeE ARE CERTAIN OF OBTAINING WHAT 
WE ASK IN FAITH, ACCORDING TO Gon’s 
witt. The numerous promises made 
to faithful prayer fully confirm this 
remark. He is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think. 
You may labour for riches, and lay by 
money year atter year, and alter every 
care your money may be lost, and you 
die poor; or it may bring you trouble 
and sorrow rather than any advantage. 
You may pursue the pleasures or fa- 
vour of the world, and live miserable 
and die despised. But if you seek 
the blessing of Gop in fervent prayer, 


. you cannot be disappointed. This has 


heen the testimony of every servant of 
Gop from the beginning. How differ- 
ently men reason about earthly and 
spiritual things. Ifa great and faith- 
ful, and gracious monarch were to 
promise riches, pleasures, or honours, 
to those who came to him, his court 
would soon be crowded; men would 
anxiously ask, “ what has he promis- 
ed ? How may I go to him ?” But Gop 
himself has earnestly invited us to 
come to him, has promised to supply 
all our wants, and to give us durable 
riches and righteousness. [t is the 
solemn declaration of Jesus Christ to 
his disciples, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 
wm my name, he will give it you ; ask, and 


ye shall reectve that your joy may be full 
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You may not indeed obtain the first 
time you ask ; the promise gives novas- 
surance that you shall. St. Paul had 
« thogn in the flesh, and he besought 
the Lord thrice, or frequently before 
he was heard. You may not obtain 
the very thing which you ask; but 
asking aright you will obtain that which 
will fully satisly the spiritual mind. St. 
Paul’s thorn in the flesh was not re- 
moved, but he was enabled to take 
pleasure in his infirmities. No prayers 
offered up aright will ever be made in 
vain. 

The privilege of prayer was pur- 
CHASED FOR US AT THE COSTLY PRICE OF 
THE BLOOD oF Jesus Crrist, and there- 
fore we may easily imagine what a 
great and vast privilege it must be, and 
how excellent is that liberty of access 
unto Gop which was thus obtained. 
Souls now in eternal ruin are not priv- 
ileged to pray. ‘They have irrevoca- 
bly lost this good. The fallen angels 
have no way of access to Gop. Jesus 
took not on him their nature. Shall 
we, then, slight or despise the distin- 
guishing privilege of our present life ? 

Prayer is A SATISFACTORY EVIDENCE OF 
OUR HAVING OBTAINED THE SAVING GRACE 
oF Gop. Because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the spirit of his son ito our 
hearts whereby we cry Abba Father.— 
Prayer is the breath of the spiritual 
life in the soul. Whatever has life 
must breathe, and if the life be strong 
it will breathe freely. Uf prayer be 
faint, weak and disordered, the person 
is not in full life and health ; if there 
be no prayer, there is'no spiritual life 
at all; the first mark of it is, behold, he 
prayeth ; and the last account of one is 
his prayer, Lord Jesus, receive my spir- 
it. It is ta the spiritual church the 
promise belongs, 1 will pour upen the 
house of David, and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem the spirit af grace and of sup- 
plication. HH you have a fervent, per- 
severing spirit of prayer, you have a 
sure evidence of being born again ; of 
the life of Gon begun in your soul. 
When you can feel with David, My 
soul thirsteth Sor thee; in adry and thirsty 
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land, to see thy power and thy glory, se 
as I have seen thee in the sanctuary, ther, 
you may also say with humble, yet be- 
lieving ‘confidence, O Gon, thou art my 
Gop. 

PRAYER GAINS FOR US SPIRITUAL 
strexetH. It is that singular duf¥ in 
which every grace is acted, every sin 
opposed, every blessing obtained, the 
whole soul revived, strengthened, and 
invigorated for the Chratian race.— 
Just in proportion to your prayers, so 
is your holiness, so is your usefuiness. 
The praying Christian is the strong, 
the thriving Christian, strong im the 
Lonp, and in the power of his mig a a 
As the naturally weak ivy, wh ch 
had no support would only po cn 
the earth, but adhering to some neigh- 
bouring tree, or bu! lding .and entwin- 
ing itself about it, ihus ero ws and ficur- 
ishes, and rises higher and higher: 
and the more the winds blow, and the 
tempests beat against it, the closer it 
adheres, and the nearer it Clings, and 
the faster the fibres embrace that 
which supports it, and it remains unin- 
jured : just so the Christian, naiuraily 
weak, by prayer connects himseli wrt 
the Almighty, and the more dangers 
and difficulties beset him, the more 
closely they unite him to his Gon, he 
reaches towards, and leans upon, and 
clings to him, and is strengthened w:th 
divine strength. Highis the privilege 
of prayer, which turns our very wants 
to our ‘advantage, leading us by then: 
into a constant intercourse with Gon, 
and keeping us in a spiritual and heav- 
enly state of mind. 

By PRAYER WE OBTAIN TRUE PFACI 
oF miND, that peace to which those 
who never pray, are utter strangers. 
This peace is a calm and entire resting 
upon Gop for the supply of every ne- 
cessity of body and soul, for time and 
for eternity. _ It is casting all our bur- 
den, whatever it be, upon a kind, com- 
passionate, Almighty Iriend, who wil- 
lingly sustains it, and relieves and com- 
forts us. Casting all your cere upon 
ham for he careth for you. Let theC hris- 
tian follow the Apostles direction, Be 
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careful for nothing, but in every thyng by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiv- 
dug, let your requests be made known unto 
Gop, and he may fully expect the ef- 
fect which that Apostle describes ;— 
and the peace of Gov which passeth ail 
urMerstanding shall keep your hearts and 
minds, through Jesus Christ. How calm 
and composed may he be, amid ail the 
storms aad distractions of this world, 
who has daily and hourly communion 
with the Creator, Ruler, and Preserver 
of all things. The Christian falls be- 
low his true happiness in this life, ifhe 
does not enjoy constant peace of mind. 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee ; because he 
trusteth in thee. 
Prayer is especially apvanTaGrous 
IN THE TIME’ OF TROUBLE.—Even those 
who neglect Gon altorether at other 
times, are often then compelled to ap- 
ply to him, and even in such a case he 
has heard and accepted them. But 
with a peculiarly filial confidence may 
those approach unto him, whose habit 
of mind, whose continual practice, 
whose whole life is a drawing near un- 
to Gop. ‘The command and the prom- 
ise belong to them, Call upou me in the 
day of trouble, IT will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify me. Indeed what 
Christian has not found in his own ex- 
perience the truth of the declaration, 
Gop is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble. When no oth- 
er ear could hear but his, no other arm 
save, no other power relieve or help ; 
when we were destitute and almost in 
despair,then his ear heard, and through 
his mercy we were delivered. Prayer, 
like the precious metal, comes most 
ure from the heated furnace. Are 
you depressed under your guilt, your 
weakness, your ignorance, or your in- 
gratitude? You may spread your dis- 
tress, as Hezekiah did his letter, be- 
fore Gop, and you need not fear but 
that Gop will help you. And what a 
comfort it is that we can never come 
unseasonably to him. <A great man or 


a friend may be so circumstanced, that 
we cannot interrupt him, or he will 
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soon be wearied by repeated applica- 
tioh, or he may be so iar off that we 
cannot get at him; but cur Gop is ever 
nigh unto us, he is always with us; a 
very present help in trouble. Other 
friends, if willing, may not be able to 
help us; but he has both the will and 
the power to give the greatest bless- 
ings. Even our guilt, when confessed, 
becomes a plea for relief, and the 
worst condition that can be, the strong- 
est encourag: ment to pray; ail that is 
g:ven, being given, not for our merits, 
but for Christ’s sake. The following 
aflecting anecdote is told us of a poor 
negro woman. She was a poor slave 
in the West Indies, and was forbidden 
by her master to atiend public worship 
and threatened with severe punish- 
ment if she did go; the only repiy she 
made, was, * | must tell the Lorp that;” 
a reply that so aflected her owner, that 
he no longer refused her liberty to go. 
What a view does this give us of the 
blessedness of prayer, that a poor and 
friendless outcast may thereby obtain 
the aid of the great Governor of the 
Universe! 

In prayer WE ENJOY THE PRESENCE OF 
Gop. Draw nigh io Gop, says St. 
James, and he will draw nigh to you.— 
The devout soul, having jound im the 
solitude of the closet, the presence of 
Gop, is glad to withdraw_ himself from 
the distractions of the world and retire 
to hold converse with him in secret. 
As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
so panteth my soul after thee, O Gov. 
When shall I come and appear before 
Gop. The Saviour assured his disei- 
ples, he that loveth me shall be loved of 
my Father, and I will love him and mon- 
ifest myself tohim. ‘There is an expe- 
rience therefore of this presence, into 
which only those who love Christ can 
enter. Jeremiah seems to feel the loss 
of it when he affectingly exclaims, O 
thou hope of Israel, thou Saviour thereof 
in the time of trouble, why shouldest thou 


be as a stranger in the land, and asa 


wayfaring man that turneth aside to tar 


ry for a night. 
Prayer PREPARES US FOR THE ENJOY- 











1821.} 


ment or Gop HereaFTER. He who has 
had this heavenly intercourse on eaggh, 
and has here been able to-say, truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ, is prepared 
to enter into the blissful society above. 
Gop is not a stranger to him; he has 
long known him; his Saviour is his true 
and constant friend. And just as a man 
who has been continually experiencing 
the bounty and goodness of a frend 
whom he has never seen will rejoice 
in beholding his face, so will it be to 
the devout believer. He will enter 
heaven with the conviction, Jn thy pre- 
sence is fulness of joy. 

The devout believer then is the on- 
ly TRULY Harry man. What a delight- 
ful life does he live, whose prayers af- 
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ford him constant communion with 
Gop! No fears and anxieties about fu- 
ture things need distract him, nor pres- 
ent difficulties and burdens weigh him 
down. He may calmly, steadily, and 
cheerfully pass through all the varie- 
ties of this life, living in the most ex- 
alted and yet endearing friendship with 
his Maker, having a- constant support 
and a hidden but solid joy from inter- 
course with him, possessing an amnle 
resource in every circumstance here 
below, and an assured expectation of 
everlasting felicity with him at whose 
right hand there are pleasures for ever- 
more. Let the happiness of a life of 
devotion induce you diligently to seek 
divine grace, to enable you to say with 
David, I give myself unto prayer. 


—~= 


Intelligence. 


Relizious.—FOR EIGN. 
Mission to the Sandwich Islands. 


S1vcethe publication of the last number of 
the Advocate, intelligence of a most interest- 
ing nature has been received from the Mis- 
sionaries who sailed from Boston m October, 
1819, for the Sandwich Islands. A consid- 
erable portion of this intelligence is contain- 
ed in the April number of the Missionary 
Herald, published by the American Bgard of 
Coramissioners for Foreign Missions; and 
more is promised in subsequent numbers, 
We make some extracts, and refer our read- 
ers to the Herald for a great variety of addi- 
tional particulars. 


Extract from the joint letter of the Mission- 
aries lo Dr. Worcester, Corresponding See- 
retary of the Board, dated Hanaroorah, 
Woahoo, July 23, 1820. 

** While we were tossing on the waters of 
the Atlantic, and while the Church was on 
her knees before the Hearer of prayer, He 
was casting down the vanities of the heathen, 
demolishing the temples of paganism, and 
holding in derision the former pride and dis- 
grace of this people. 

Wafted by the propitious gales of heaven, 
we passed the dangerous goal of Cape Horn, 
on the 30th of January ; and on the 30th of 
March, arrived off the shore of these long 
Jost and long neglected * Isles of the Gen- 
tiles.” But how were our ears astonished to 
hear a voice proclaim, ** In the wilder ess 
prepare ye the way of Jehovah ; make strait 
ADVocaTE, vol. 1 


in the desert a highway for our God /” How 
were our hearts agitated with new and vari- 
ous and unexpected emotions, to hear the 
interesting intelligence.—* Tamahamaha is 
dead ;—the taboos are broken ;—the idols 
are burnt ;—the moreeahs are destroyed ;—- 
and the priesthood abolished.” This victory 
was achieved by that arm alone, which sns- 
tains the universe. He, who in wisdom has 
ordained, that no flesh should glory in his 
presence, has saved us from the danger of 
glorying in the triumph, and taught us with 
adoring views of his majesty, to “ stand still 
and see the salvation of Gop.’ Long ‘n- 
deed did we expect to toil, with slow and 
painful progress, to undermine the deep laid. 
foundations of the grossest idolatry. But, 
He, whose name alone is Jehovah, looked 
upon the bloodstcined superstition, erected 
in insult to Divine purity, and, without even 
the winding ram’s horn of a consecrated 
priest, it sinks from his presence, and tum- 
bles into ruins; and he commands us, as the 
feeble followers of the Captain of salvation, 
to goup * every man straight before him,” 
and ‘*in the name of our Gop, to set up our 
banner.” 


We have been allowed to plant the stand- 
ard of the croos at Kirooah, and at Hana- 
roorah, where the chiefs, the natives, and 
foreigners may, from week to week, hear 
the sound of the Gospel. Most gladly 
would we erect the standard on every isle im, 
this cluster, but we have no preacher to send. 
The people are without any form ef religion, 
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waiting, as it were, for the law of Christ, 
though they know not his name, nor the 
way ‘of salvation. 

From Atooi the call is loud and impres- 
sive, “*come over and help us.” Two of 
our brethren, Messrs. Whitney and Ruggles, 
accompanied George to his father, who re- 
ceived his long absent son, with tenderest af- 
fection end made him second in command 
over bis islands. He said that the arrival of 
Hoome-hoome, as his son is called, ** made his 
heart so joyful, that he could not talk much 
that day.” He expressed much gratitude 
for the kindness of the friends of Hoome- 
hoome, in providing for his comfort, his in- 
struction, and his safe return; and for send- 
ing teachers to these islands to mstruct him 
and his people, in the arts and sciences, and 
in the principles of the Christian religion.— 
‘The king said with respect to George, “1 
love Hloome-hoome very much more than 
my other children; (of whom he has a 
daughter older and a son younger.) “1 
thoucht he was dead ; I cry many times be- 
cause I think he was dead ;—some captuins 
teil me he live in America ;—I say no ;—he 
dead :—he no more come back. Kut now 
he live ;—he come egain ;—wy heart very 

glad.” le engages to be a father to us, as 
w e have been to his son. He is importunate 
in his entreaties, that some of us should set- 
le there ;—promises to give us houses and 
land, as much as we need ; expresses a great 
desire to learn, and has begun the work in 
earnest. The brethren, after spencing eight 
weeks in imstructing him and bis wife end 
femily, and exploring the island, returned to 
Tomorrow it is expected that 
they, with their wives, will ae again 
thither, in the ship Levan‘, Capt. Cary, on 
her way to America, ria Canton. We hope 
the Board will have it in their power imme- 
diately to station there an able preache r of 
the Gospel, a skillful and disereet physician, 
an industrious farmer, and an accomplished 
Lancasterian schocl master. 

At Kiroozh, our brethren, though subject 
to great privations, are allowed fo engage in 
their appropriate work with flattering hopes 
of success. The king leads the way as their 
humble pupil, and now begins to read intel- 
ligibly in the New Testament, desirous to 
outstrip all his subjects in the acquisition of 
useful knowledge. Two of his wives, and 
two stewards under their instruction, eXer- 
cise themselves in the most easy reading les- 
suns of W ebster’s spelling book. 

At this place, we have a pleasant school 
advancing with desirable progress in the ru- 
diments of the English languag>. The num- 
ber under our imstruction here is about 30, 
among whom are the governor, or head chief 
of the island, his wife, daughter of a chief of 
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Karakakooa, and eleven children of white 
men, One of the latter, George Holmes, 
exhPits a fine renius for painting. We se nd 
you aspecimen of drawing and lettering, ex- 
ecuted by him under our instruction, which 
we think ceuld not, without better models, be 
excecded by any school-boy in America.— 
We need here the aid of a preacher of the 
Gospel, and a school master who is skilled in 
the Lancasterian method of instruction—and 
a tried physician, who would cheerfully and 
patiently endure the necessary toils and pri- 
vations, to which he must be subject in re- 
moving the ciseases of the body and soul 
among the heathen, and ameng his fellow la- 
herers. Gop has hitherto preserved our 
health; but the heathen around us are wast- 
ing away by disease, induced not by the cli- 
mate, but by their imprudence and vites. 

Dr. Holman has purposed to take his sta- 
tiogat Mowee. That is a fruitful island, 
anf’ we hope soon to see the standard of the 
Gospel planted there. 


Extracts from the journal of the Missionaries. 


March 30. Let us thank Gop and take 
courage. Parly this morning the long looked 
for Owhyhee, and the cloud-c apt and snow- 
capt Mouna-Keah, appear in full view, to the 
A heavy 
cloud now envelopes a consicerable part of 
this stupendous mountain, on the summit of 
which a great body of snow appears, at in- 
tervals, quite above the clouds. 

11 o'clock A. M. We are now coasting 
along the northern part of the island, and so 
near the shore, as to see the nun erops habi- 
tations, cultivated fields, rising smokes in dif- 
ferent ¢irections, fresh vegetation, rocks, riv- 
ulets, cascades, trees, &c.—and, by the help 
of glasses, men and wemen, immortal beings 
purchased with redeeming blood. We are 
much pleased, not to say delighted, with the 
scene; and long to be on shore. Hopoo 
has designated the spot, in a little valley, 
near the beach, where he was born. Heand 
his three countrymen «are greatly nimated 
with the prospe ct of their native shores. 
Near the northern extremity of the island, 
the walls of an ancient Moreeeh, or heathen 
temple, appear, where the sacrifices of abom- 
ination have long been offered to demons. 

April 1. ‘To day as we were near his resi- 
dence at Toeaigh bay. Krimeakoo and his 
wife, and two widows of Tamahamaha, de- 
cently dressed, and attended with a conside- 
rable troin of men and women, came on 
board the brig, having sent before then a 
present to Capt. B. of three hogs, and as na- 
ny large bundles of sweet potatoes, ‘Ihey 
were introduced to the members of the mis- 
sion family indivicually, and the mutual sal- 
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compliment ‘ Aloha,” passed pleasantly 
around among usaill. When our table was 
prepared, they sat down to dine with us, 
and behaved with much decorum. From 
what we had heard and seen of the natives, 
the appearance of this noble chief was more 
interesting than we could have expected.— 
His dress was a neat white dimity jacket, 
black silk vest, nankeen pantaloons, white 
cotton stockings, shoes, plaid cravat, and a 
neat English hat. He sometimes, however, 
lays these aside, for the simple native maro 
round the waist similar to the Hindoo dress. 
He showed peculiar fondness for the chil- 
dren of Mr. Chamberlain. When we de- 
clared to him our objects in visiting the isl- 
ands, and our desire to obtain a res.dence on 
them, in order to teach the knowledge of the 
arfs and sciences, and of Christianity, he lis- 
tened with attention ; and said, he mustsee 
the king, and they must consult together 
about it; and they would let us know what 
they would say. As a token of triendship, 
he presented to brother Bingham a curiously 
wrought spear, which may serve for a prun- 
ing hook, or for a curiosity to gratify our 
American friends. 

—4. At 10 o’clock this morning, 163 
days from Boston, we came to anchor in Ki- 
rooah bay, about one mile from the king's 
dwellings. Krimakoe, who still appears to 
be friendly to our cause, being sent for by 
Reho-reha, went on shore; and soon alter 
Messis. Bingham and Thurston, and Thom- 
as Hopoo, accompanied by Capt. B. follow- 
ed, to lay before the king the plan of our 
enterprise. As we drew near the shore, we 
saw him bathing in the surf, in company 
with others. He was distinguished by orna- 
ments of beads on his neck. As we landed. 
five or six handred natives, of different ages 
and both sexes, swarmed around us; and, 
in their usual rudeness, gave @ noisy irregu- 
lar shout, and used all their eyes and ears to 
learn who and what these new visitors might 
be. Among the crowd was a distinguished 
native chief, called John Adams, who has 
acquired something of the Engtish language 
and manners. He politely conducted us to 
his own house, and afterwards, to the house 
of Mr. John Young, who has long resided 
here, has the rank of a chief, and is now act- 
ig secretary to the king; the late secretary 
of ‘T'amahamaha, John Elliot, a Roman Cath- 
olic, having fled from the country. By him, 
and by Capt, Adams, an English settler with 
him, we were bidden welcome to the Sand- 
wich Islands. 

Ve then waited on the king, with the 
most important message that can be sent to 
any earthly potentate. Read to him the of- 
ficial letter of Dr. Worcester to Tamahama- 
ha, and the lettere of Capt. Reynolds to Ta- 
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mahamaha, and to his son Reho-reho; and 
had them interpreted by Mr. Young and 
Thomas Hopoo. In the same manner we 
made known to the king the views of the 
American Board of Missions, and the wishes 
of the mission family. Presented the spy- 
glass furnished by the Board, which the king 
accepted very thankfully. He seemed 
pleased with the object laid before hifn, and 
disposed to consider the subject deliberate- 
ly ; expressed a degree of approbation; but 
appeared far from being in haste to give an 
answer to our message. All indeed, both 
king and chiefs, honorable women and com- 
mon people, whom we heard speak on the 
subject, expressed their approbation of our 
doings in the general term, * mifi,” i. e. if ts 
eood, 

' — 45. In the course of the day, as we 
passed near the place where several chiets 
were spending their idle hours in gambling, 
we were favored with an introduction to Ha- 
vahava, the late high priest. He received 
us kindly. On his introduction to Mr. Bing- 
ham, he expressed much satisfaction in 
meeting with a brother priest from America, 
still pleasantly claiming that distinction for 
himself. He assures us that he will be our 
friend. Who could have expected that such 
would have been our first interview with the 
man, whose influence we had been accus- 
tomed to dread more than any other in the 
islands ; whom we had regarded, and could 
now hardly avoid regarding, as a desttoyer 
of his fellow men? But he seemed much 
pleased in speaking of the demolition of the 
Moreeahs and idols. 

About five months ago the young king 
consulted him with respect to the expedien- 
cy of breaking taboo ; and asked him to tell 
frankly and plainly whether it would be good 
or bad ; assuring him, at the same time, that 
he would be guided by his word. Havahava 
readily replied, ** miti,” af would be good ; 
adding, that he knew there is but one Akoo- 
ah {Gop,] who is in heaven, and that their 
wooden. gods could not save them, nor do 
them any good. He publicly renounced idol- 
atry, and with his own hand set fire to the 
moreeah, The king no mare observed their 
superstitious f/aboos. ‘Thus the heads of the 
civil and religious institutions agreed in abol- 
ishing that forbidding but tottering taboo 
system, which had been founded in igno- 
rance, cemented with blood, and supported 
for ages, by the basest of human passions. 
They had indeed heard of the Christian's 
Gop, but gave no evidence that they under- 
stood his laws, loved his character, or feared 
his holy name. Whether they considered 
him as worthy of their homage or not, they 
were convinced of the vanity of idols, and 
the folly of idol worship. May the Lord Je-« 
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hovah, whom they now believe:to be the on- 
ly living and true Gop, soon bring them to 
bow with humbie reverence at his feet. 

~— 11. Mr. bingham being somewhat ex- 
hausted by the long continued negociation, 
and seriously indisposed to-day, Mr. Thurs- 
ton and Dr. Holman went on shore to hear 
the decision. We rejoice to say, that the 
decision was favorable. Our joy is mingled, 
however, with the painful thought of so spee- 
dy a separation. The order of the govern- 
ment is, that two of the brethren with their 
wives, and two of the native youths, should 
remain here ; be furuished, at the public ex- 
pense, with lodgings, water, fuel and provis- 
ions ; and be permitted to commence their 
appropriate work, with the promise” of pro- 
tection: and that the rest of our num- 
ber shouid be allowed to proceed to Woa- 
hoo, aud there be accommodated with con- 
venient houses. ‘The king was told, that, if 
we did not do them good, he might send us 
all away from his territories. As it was the 
pleasure of the kiog that Dr. Holman with 
‘Thomas Hovoo and William T'ennooe should 
remain, it was easi' agreed among ourselves 
thus far, and these were designated to stay. 
It was also easily agreed, that one of the or- 
dained missionaries should remain hére, to 
maintain the standard of the Gospel. ‘The 
trying question, which of the two, was de- 
cided by ballot, and brother Thurston was, 
to our mutual satisfaction, appointed to oc- 
cupy this important post. ‘Though some of 
our fondly anticipated plans are overturned 
by this separation: yet we are consoled by 
the full conviction, that our duty requires it, 
and by the happy reflection, that we pro- 
ceeded with deliberation and prayer, and 
according to the best means of judging 
which were in our power. 


Description of Kirooah and its Vicinity. 

Kirooah is a considerable village, contain- 
ing two or three thousand inhabitants. It 
has a battery of 20 or 30 guns, and a garri- 
son of about two hundred soldiers. It is 
built upon lava and sand. ‘The face of the 
surrounding country is not pleasing ; as it ap- 
pears to have been formed by volcanic erup- 
tions, rising gradually from the shore, until 
it swells into a mountain, at the distance of 
six or cight miles to the east. Cocoa-nut 
trees line the beach, together with a few low 
shady trees; and further back a tree yield- 
ing a species of oil-nut, which the inhabit- 
ants barn instead of lamps. About four 
miles back from the bay, bread fruit, banan- 
as, sugar cane, sweet potatoes, and mountain 
taro, are produced, and a variety of vegeta- 
bles here and there, where a little soil can 
be found to support them. There are no 
streams of water at Kirooah. The nhabi- 
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tants generally use brackish water, which 
they find near the shore ; or the water that is 
caught in the rocks; but the chiefs send 
back several miles for the water which they 
drink, which is found fresh and cool in caves 
and natural reservoirs. ‘The case is similar 
at Karakakooa. But the country south- 
eastward from Kirooah, at the distance of 
fifteen or twenty miles, which Mr. Chamber- 
lain and Mr. Whitney explored, has an ex- 
cellent soil, well adapted to agriculture ;— 
yet not very well supplied with living streams, 
or favoured with successive rains. 


The following additional information is ex- 
tracted from a summary inthe Herald. 


Our readers will doubtless be very desir- 
ous of seeing the history of the mission 
brought down to the date of the latest intel- 
ligenee. As our limits will not permit a 
larger insertion from the journal, we briefly 
enumerate the following particulars. 

On the 14th of April the Thaddens an- 
chored at Hanaroorah, in Woahoo. On the 
19th the missionaries landed with their ef- 
fects. They were kindly welcomed to the 
islands by American and British sea cap- 
tains, and other temporary residents ;_ were 
accommodated with houses, till they should 
be able to possess houses of their own ; and 
speedily entered upon the regular labors of 
their mission. On the 14th of May, they 
opened a subscription for an Orphan School 
Fund, which was so patronized by American 
and British visitors, that within two months, 
more than three hundred Spanish dollars 
were subscribed. 


Mrs. Loomis was made the happy mother 
of a fine son, the 16th of July. This was 
the first white child ever born in the islands. 


Among the letters published in the Herald 
are the two following :— 


Letter of Tamoree, King of Atooi, to the 
Rev. Dr. Worcester. 


These were dictated by the king and 
queen, who are able to speak broken En- 
glish. They were written down from their 
own mouths, in a large plain hand which 
they copied themselves. 


* Atooi, July 28, 1820. % 
“ DEAR FRIEND,” 

** | wish to write a few lines to you, te 
thank you for the good Book, you was so 
kind as to send by my son. I think it is a 
good book; one that Gop gave us to read. 
I hope my people will soon read this and all 
other good books. I believe that my idols 
are good for nothing ; and that your Gop is 
the only true Gop, the one that made all 
things. My gods | have hove away; they 
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are no good; they fool me; they do me no 
good. I take good care of them. I give 
them cocoa-nuts, plantains, hogs, and good 
many things, and they fool me at last. Now 
I throw them all away. I have none now. 
When your good people learn me, | worship 
your Gop. I feel glad your good people 
come to help us. We know nothing here. 
American people very good—-kind. I love 
them. When they come here | take care of 
them: I give him eat; I give him clothes ; 
I do every thing for him. I thank you for 
giving my son learning. I think my son 
dead. Some man tell me he nodead. I tell 
him he lie. I suppose he dead. I thank all 
American people. I feel glad to see you 
good folks here. Suppose you come, I take 
good eare of them. I hope you take good 
care of my people in your country. Suppose 
you do I feel glad. 
I must close. 
Accept this from your friend, 
KING TAMOREE, 
Samuel Worcester, D. D. 


Letter from the Queen of Atooi tothe moth - 
er of Mrs. Ruggles. 


Alooi, July 28, 1820, 
Dear Friend. 

Iam glad your daughter come here. I 
shall be her mother now, and she is my 
daughter. I be good to her; give her tap- 
pa; give her mat; give her plenty eat. By 
and by your daughter speak Owhyhee ; then 
she learn me how to read, and write, and 
sew; and talk of that Great Akooah, which 
the good people in America love. I begin 
spell little; read come very hard, like stone. 
You very good send your daughter great way 
to teach the heathen. I am very glad I can 
write you a short letter, and tell you that I 
be good to your daughter. I send you my 
aloha, and tell you | am 

Your friend, 

CHARLOTTE TAPOLEEF, 
Queen of Altoot. 





The following extracts are taken from a letter 
from Mrs. Loomis, to her friend in Utica, 
published in the Utica Sentinel. 


** When within a few days sail of Owhyhee 
a circumstance happened which had well 
nigh deprived the mission of one of its most 
valuable members. Brother Whitney having 
got over the side Of the vessel] to assist in 
painting her, took hold of a rope, which not 
being made fast, plunged him into the deep. 
We were then sailing at the rate of six knots 
an hour. The helm was immediately put to ; 
a bench, which had providentially been 
brought upon deck a few moments before, 
being thrown overboard at the same instant, 
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he soon gained and rested upor it, until a 
boat could be launched to his relief.” 

** The houses here {| Hanaroorah, Island of 
Woahoo] are all thatched; three of which 
are occupied by the mission family. The 
king has given orders to build us new ones, 
which will probably be finished in the course 
of three or four months. Wood is very 
scarce ; water is plenty here, but at Owhy- 
hee our brethren are obliged to send three or 
four miles up the moutains for water to drink, 
The soil of this island is exceedingly fertile, 
yielding in rich abundance, not only the na- 
tive productions, such as tarrara, sweet po- 
tatoes, melons, bananas, cocoa nuts, &c. but 
many of the productions of other countries. 
We have already had cucumbers, capbages, 
squashes, pumpkins, corn, beans, onions, &c. 
There are many white residents on this isl- 
and: the most of whom appear very hospi- 
table ; the natives also appear very friendly. 
Some of the principal natives are now learn- 
ing to read ; they also seem desirous of imi- 
tating us in their dress, and bring clothing 
for us to make, in which we have been busi- 
ly engaged. We have a little school in our 
house of from fifteen to twenty scholars, the 
most of whom are the children of white men. 
We have preaching every Sabbath. The 
congregation consists mostly of white people. 
The governor sometimes honours us with his 
presence. ‘Lhe first Sabbath after our arriv- 
al was peculiarly interesting. Brother Bing- 
ham preached from these words—* Behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy,’ &e. 
This was probably the first time that ever 
these glorious tidings resounded upon these 
shores. Brothers Whitney and Ruggles left 
us about a fortnight after landing, to accom- 
pany George Tamoree to his father in Atooi.”’ 

** Our brethren have returned from Atooi, 
and have brought a favorable report of the 
land, together with a variety of presents.— 
The old king Tamoree, received his son with 
much affection, and the next day presented 
him with the fort, the valley of Wiamayoh 
and a trunk of clothing. The king and 
queen have learned to read in words of four 
letters. He said if he could learn to read in 
ten years he would make the effort. He is 
very anxious to have them return and in- 
struct his people—says he will support all 
the mission family if they will come,—will 
build a school house and church, and have 
his people learn to sing and pray.” 


———s 


DOMESTIC. 

On Sunday the 8th of April, the Right 
Reverend Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the East- 
ern Diocese, administered Confirmation in 
St. Paul’s Church, Boston, to 34 persons. 
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Jacon S#erren, Esq. of New-York, who 
died suddenly in March last, has by his will 
devoted the greater part of his Estate to the 
insiruction of Candidates for Holy Orders in 
the Episcopal Theological Seminary estab- 
lished in the State of New-York. Our dis- 
tance from New-York does not enable us to 
know the particulars of this most munificent 
bequest. We understand however that his 
will was made in January, 1820, and ‘conse- 
quently while the General Theological Sem- 
inary of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
the only Episcopal Seminary then in being, 
was established m the City of New-York. 
A communication in the Evening Post of 
April 3d, signed an Episcopalian, claims 
this bequest as made to the Protestant Epis- 
copal ‘Theological School in the State of 
New-York. But it is well known that no 
such Institution was in existence till dur- 
ing the session of the Convention of that 
State’in the month of October, 1820. We 
are at a loss therefore to tell how a bequest 
made in January, 1820, can belong to an in- 
stitution the plan of which was formed in 
October, 1820, and which is not even yet in 
actual operation. On the other hand the 
General Theological Seminary of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United 
States, was resolved upon by the General 
Convention in May, 1817, went imto opera- 
tion in Mareh, 1819, and continued in New 
York till May, 1820, 5 months after the date 
of the will, when it was removed by the au- 
thority of the General Convention to New- 
Haven in Connecticut. We again admit our 
ignorance on this subject, which involves a 
question which can be determined only by the 
express words of the will, and a decision of 
Chancery. If it shall appear that the Gen- 
eral Pheological Seminary will have the ben- 
efit of this bequest, we sha!l most truly re- 
joice ; and if on the other hand that Semina- 
ry which has been established in opposition 
to the General Instituiion,, should be the 
gainer, we shall still rejoice, that, whether 
of ** strife’? or of ** good will,” whether of 
** contention” or of “love,” the important 
object of elevating the standard of ‘Theolog- 
ical attainments among the Clergy, will in 
both cases be promoted. Mr. Sherred’s be- 
quest it is supposed will amount to from 
$75,000 to $85,000. He has besides given 
$5000 to the Orphan Asylum of New York, 
and $2500 to St. Philip’s (the African) 
Church in that city. 

A lottery ticket which was given in Feb- 
ruary last for the benefit of St. Matthews 
Church, Boston, has drawn one hundred 
dollars, which has been appropriated accord- 
ing to the directions of the donor. We men- 
tion this circumstance at the request of the 
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gentleman who was the agent in applying 
the donation, as an encouragement to the 
friends of that Church ; but not by any means 
as a precedent which we should wish to see 
followed. Although we would applaud the 
liberal intentions of the donor, yet we regard 
lotteries as so mischievous in their tendency 
that we cannot wish to see them encouraged, 
even to supply means to build up the Church, 
We would not thus do evil that good may 
come. 





Consecration. 

On Tuesday 20th March last. the New 
Episcopal Church in Augusta, Georgia, was 
consecrated by the name of 5t.Paul’s Church, 
to the Worsmp of ALMIGHTY GOD, by 
the Right Rev. Nathaniel Bowen, D. D. 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the Diocese of South Carolina; the Kev. 
Henry Anthon, Minister of St. Bartholomew’s 
Parish, South Carolina, and the Rev. Hugh 
Smith, Rector of the New Church, being 
present and assisting. 





POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Ir is the intention of the Conductors of the 
Gospel Advocate in future to furnish month- 
ly a concise summary of the most importan t 
political as well as religious intelligence 
which may have been received in the course 
of the month. ‘The extent to which this will 
be done, will depend much upon the means 
of information which may come into their 
hands, and upon the space in these pages 
which can be spared from the principal and 
more important designs of this work. In 
carrying this plan into execution it will be 
their endeavour to select such information 
as although it may be of a secular nature, 
will be most interesting to the Christian 
public and best calcylated to excite religious 
reflections and improvement. It is highly 
important that Christians should accustom 
themselves to look upon the interesting 
events of our times not with an eye of spec- 
ulative curiosity, but with a deep and con- 
stant feeling that however these events may 
be brought about by the agency of man, 
they are nevertheless subject to the immedi- 
ate direction of the Providence of Gon, and 
made wholly subservient to the accomplish- 
ment of his allwise purposes. ‘* He who 
maketh the wrath of man to praise him,” 
and the remainder of the wrath restraineth, 
controls the counsels of nations, and the 
movements of armies, with the same infinite 
power and wisdom that is exercised when 
** he raiseth the stormy wind,” or * maketh 
the storm a calm; and we ought to feel 
that his haud hath done it, in regard to the 
transactions of men, as well as to the occur- 
rences in the natural world. If we bear 
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these truths constantly in mind, we can hard- 
ly fail to receive some spiritual benefit from 
watching the course of events, and applying 
the reflections whic ey suggest to our 
ewn improvement. 


The Continent of Europe. 

THe attention of all parts of the civilized 
world has for some months past been directed 
to the Congress of Sovereigns and the Repre- 
sentatives of Sovereigns, assembled at Trop- 
pan, and afterwards at Laybach. The prin- 
cipal subject of the deliberations of this Con- 
gress, and indeed the only one of which any 
notice has been.made public, hes arisen from 
the revolutions which have taken place in 
the governnents of Spain, Portugal and Na- 
ples. It was to have been expected that 
these revolutions, which were so sudden as 
to have been wholly unexpected, and so 
powerful as to render opposition hopeless, 
should engage the most serious attention of 
all monarchs in reference to the preservation 
and stability of theirown governments. Ac- 
cordingly we find them denouncing the pro- 
ceedings of the revolutionary governments, 
and taking measures to prevent the influ- 
ence of their example from extending to oth- 
er nations. The declaration of the Allied 
Sovereigns at Troppau, shews how important 
they regarded these measures, and is an in- 
teresting paper, as furnishing the basis upen 
which their subsequent proceedings are de- 
fended. 

** The overthrow of the order of things in 
Spain, Portugal, and Naples has necessarily 
caused the cares and the unezsiness of the 
powers who combatted the revolution, and 
convinced them of the necessity of putting a 
check on the new calamities with which Fu- 
rope is threatened. The principles which 
united the great powers of the continent to 
deliver the world from the military cespotism 
of an individual issuing from the revolution, 
ought to act against the revolutionary pow- 
er which has just developed itself. The sov- 
ereigns assembled at Troppau with this in- 
tention venture to hope that they shall at- 
tain this object. ‘J hey will take for their 
guides, in this great enterprise, the treaties 
which restored peace to Europe, and have 
united its nations together. 

* Without doubt the Powers have the 
right to take in common general measures of 
precaution against those states, whose re- 
forms, engendered by rebellion, are opposed 
to legitimate govérnnfents as example has al- 
ready demonstrated, especially when the 
spirit of rebellion is propagated in the neigh- 
bouring states by secret agents. In conse- 
quence the monarchs assembled at Troppau 
have arranged together the measures requir- 
ed by circumstances, and have communicat- 
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ed to the courts of Londen and Paris their 
intention of attaining the end desired, either 
by mediation or by force. With this view 
they have invited the king of the Two Sici- 
lies to repair to Laybach, to appear there as 
conciliator, between his misguided people 
and the states whose tranquillity is endan- 
gered by this state of things; and as they 
have resolved not to recognize any authority 
established by the seditious, it is only with 
the king they can confer. 

*““ As the system to be followed has no 
other foundation than treaties already exist- 
ing, they have no doubt of the assent of the 
courts of Paris and London. ‘The only cb- 
ject of this system is to consolidate the alli- 
ance between the sovereigns : it has no view 
to conquests, cr to violations of the inde- 
pendence of other powers. Vo!uniary ame- 
liorations in the government will not be im- 
peded. ‘They desire only to mamtain tran- 
quillity, and protect Furcpe from the scourge 
of new revolutions, and to prevent them as 
far as possible.” 

It is reported that a similar invitation was 
given to the king of Spain to attend the 
meeting at Laybach. He did not however 
appear there, neither in person, nor by rep- 
resentative. ‘The king of Naples accepted 
the invitation. 

We have no accounts of the negotiations 
which must have been carried on by this 
king, under the influence of the allied sov- 
ercigns. Put the result was that the Austn- 
an army passed the Po on the 28th and 29th 
of January, advancing towards Naples; and 
the king of Naples addressed a proclamation 
to his subjects, calling upon them to receive 
the Austrians as friends,—ordering the imme- 
diate dissolution of the Parliament, and prom- 
ising to give them a Constitution on bis re- 
turn, and that a Representative assen.biy 
should be convoked. 

The popular government of Naples, at the 
time of the Iatest accounts, was making ac- 
tive preparation to meet the Austrian troops ; 
but it does not appear that they had a force 
by any means adequate to the purposes of 
an efficient defence. The Fnglish Govern- 
ment has declared its determination to pre- 
serve an entire neutrality in regard to the 
contest. 

The allied sovereigns justify their measures 
upon the ground of defending themselves 
against the danger of revolutionary preceed- 
ings being extended to their own govern- 
ments. We do not profess to be sufiiciently 
skilled in the mysteries of political wisdom, 
to judge of the correctness of their position. 
But we see no reason why the rule which 
requires an individual so to enjoy his own 
rights as not to encroach upon the rights 
et ethers, should net be equally applied 
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ed to the affairs of nations. Whatever may 
be the opinion respecting the justness of their 
claims to the right to interfere under such 
circumstances, we do not perceive any thing 
which necessarily leads to the. supposition 
that the Allied Sovereigns have been dispos- 
ed wantonly to disregard the rights of other 
nations, or to violate the principles of that 
association which has received the title of 
the holy alliance. We are happy in adopt- 
ing the more charitable belief, that they have 
not lost sight of the obligations of our holy 
religion, ner wilfully departed from its pre- 
€epts. 

The affairs of Spain are still in an unset- 
tled state. The people, or at least the sol- 
diers, have acquired such an unlimited pow- 
er over their king, that they seem at times 
disposed to exercise it from mere wanton- 
ness. On the fifth of February there was a 
disturbance in Madnd which, although of no 
great extent, is said to have put the life of 
the king for a time in some danger. 


Cracow, Jan. 30.—Only 17,000 Polish 
florins are yet subscribed towarcs the mon- 
ument of Kosciusko, yet it seems determined 
to execute the plan on an extensive scale. 
The mound or tumulus, is to be so large, 
that the expenses of bringing and casting up 
the earth are estimated at 40,000 florins. ‘On 
the top is to be placed a block of granite, of 
proportionate size, to be hewn trom the rocks 
on the Vistula, and which is to bear no oth- 
er inscription than the name—KoscrusKo, 
It is further intended to purchase the whole 
mountain on which the mound is to be rais- 
ed, with a piece of the ground as far as the 
Vistula, to plant in a useful and agreeable 
manner, and to people it with veterans who 
have served under the General. They are 
to have the land and dwellings as freehold 
property, and to form a little society by the 
name of Kosciusko Colony. It is also pro- 
posed to support two young daughters of 
Kosciusko’s brother, who are orphans, and 
in narrow circumstances. In order to ob- 
teia the means for doing all this, the Com- 
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farriz 


mittee who direct the affair, have resolved 
to apply to the admirers of Kosciusko in for- 
eign countries, and to invite in France, Gen- 
ero] La Fayette; in England, Lord Greys 
‘and in North America, the late President 
Jefferson, all friends of the deceased hero, te 
collect subscriptions. 





England. 


WE are happy to pefceive by the latest 
accounts that the aflairs of England were 
getting into a state of greater tranquillity. 
The discussions respecting the Queen con- 
tinfred te receive considerable attention ; 
but much of the violence of excitement bad 
subsided. The majority for ministers in the 
House of Commons, on the question of re- 
storing the Queen’s name in the Liturgy was 
greater than seems to have been expected 
either by their friends or their’ opponents. 
A motion to grant 50,000 pounds per annum 
to the Queen, was passed, notwithstanding 
her declaration of a determimation to receive 
no part of it, unless her name was inserted 
in the liturgy. 


On the 14th of February died, the Rev. 
Dr. Lindsey. On that day the Protestant 
dissenting ministers of the three denomina- 
tions assembled at Dr. Williams’s library, 
with the view of considering the projected 
bili of Mr. Brougham on the subject of edu- 
cation. Several ministers had expressed 
their sentiments, and among the rest, Dr. 
Lindsey. A_ friendly conversation having 
been finished, ‘the Secretary, the Rev. Dr. 
Morgan, was proceeding to read to the meet- 
ing a series of resolutions, when the atten- 
tion of the company was arrested by an ap- 
pearance of severe indisposition in Dr. Lind- 
sey. He fell, insensible, into the arms of 
those about him. Medical aid was mstantly 
called in, but it was too late. The soul had 
fled to Gop who gave it. The company 
was too much affected by this awful stroke 
te proceed with the business, The Rev. Dr. 
Waugh offered an appropriate prayer. 


- 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


The verses of Johannes are under consideration. 

The remarks on the review of Waketield’s Translation, were received too 
late for insertion in this number, and will appear in our next. 

The correspondent on the subject of the Lottery Ticket given to St. Mat- 


thew’s Church, South Boston, was too long for insertion. 


Li wi'l be seen that 


we have noticed the benevolence of the donor, under the head of Intelli- 


nce, 


The memoir of Dr. Cutler will appear in our next. 









